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now he’s suspended from the Labour Party 


occupation of Iraq becomes 
clearer. It means repression in 
the interests of profit and US power. 

New Labour’s response is to Suspend 
anti-war MP George Galloway from the 
party. 

The target is not just one individual, but 
every one of the millions who marched 
against the bloody war on Iraq. 

This is not about alleged financial 
“scandals’—it is a coordinated political 
assault. 

At the same time Blair is stepping up 
the war against ordinary people in 
Britain. His plans for “foundation 
hospitals” open the way for privatisation 
across the NHS. 

Blair is pressing ahead with hard 
Thatcherite policies on every front. 

The only answer is to meet fire with 
fire. Blair’s onslaught demands a 
determined response from all those who 
oppose him. 

Send messages of support to George 
Galloway at gallowayg@parliament.uk 

@ Protest to Labour Party chair lan 
McCartney. E-mail psianmccartney@ 
cabinet-office.x.gsi.gov.uk or via www. 
parliament.uk. Phone 020 7219 4503. Fax 
01942 828 171. Write to House of 
Commons, London SW1. 
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FIREFIGHTERS 


Action possible 


THE MOOD for hard hitting strikes 
among firefighters and control 
operators is boiling up again as 
the government tries to drive 
through dangerous cuts and an 
appalling pay offer. 

Deputy prime minister John 
Prescott was set this week to move 
closer to changing the law so he 
can impose pay rates and 
worsened conditions on 
firefighters. 

That follows moves by local fire 
authority leaders to reject out of 
hand calls from the Fire Brigades 
Union (FBU) to negotiate an end to 
the dispute. 

The offer was brushed aside 
even though the union’s leaders 
are tabling proposals which fall far 
short of what their members want. 


The cuts begin 


THE EMPLOYERS have already told 
local authorities to start imposing 
cuts and attacks on conditions. 
They are threatening to pull out of 
the recognised body for negotiating 
national pay and conditions. 

And they have called on the 
government to impose an even 
worse offer unless the union 
accepts the one it has rejected 
unanimously at a conference. 

That “final offer” only gave a 4 
percent pay rise this year and 
linked future rises to “savings” 
through reducing fire cover, 
shutting stations, and making 
firefighters and control staff work 
longer and harder. 

New Labour hopes to intimidate 
firefighters into surrendering. It 
does not want to see determined 
strikes that could become a focus 
for wider solidarity. 


Stay strong now 


THE FBU executive meets next 
week with a view to announcing 
further strike dates. 

“That is a step forward,” says 
Dick Duane from the FBU in Essex. 
“We have got to strike back now or 
the government will rip into the fire 
service. 

“But we have been here before. 
There has to be enormous 
pressure not to call off strikes in 
the hope that John Prescott will do 
us a favour. He won't. 

“And if we are returning to strike 
action, we should be fighting for 
our original claim. 

“The Burchill proposals simply 
aren’t good enough. The union’s 
executive should drop them now. 

“1 don’t want to see us marched 
up to the top of the hill to get 
something rank and file 
firefighters know concedes much 
of what the employers want.” 


New approach 


THE DECISION by FBU leaders to 
call off strikes in the past is what 
has encouraged the government 
to stick the boot in. 

A circular last week from FBU 
general secretary Andy Gilchrist 
acknowledged that his tactics 
have been “taken as a sign of 
weakness by our employers”. 

Itis now time for anew 
approach which recognises that 
the government will only respond 
to determined resistance. 
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IN THE CiVILISED WEST BELIEVE IN 


THE PRINCIPLE THAT SOMONE (5 INNOCENT 
TIL PROVED GALLOWAY! 


Landslide resul 
ows pay reeling 


POSTAL WORKERS in London last 
week voted by 99.5 percent for action 
over pay. 

The result, 19,803 votes to 91 in an un- 
official ballot, could lead to action that 
will shut down postal services across the 
capital. 

The remarkable sign of unity and anger 
came just as Tony Blair was blustering that 
he would allow no return of “trade union 
militancy”. 

It isn’t just postal workers who are de- 
fying Blair. 

Around 2,000 Unison union members at 
some universities in London were due to 
strike on Wednesday and Thursday of this 
week. 

Just like the postal workers, they are 
fighting for an increase in London weight- 
ing to £4,000 a year. 

Metropolitan Police officers get over 
£6,000 London weighting a year. 

50,000 local council workers in London 
are continuing their battle for higher 
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London weighting of £4,000. 

The campaign includes white collar and 
manual workers and support staff in 
schools who have already staged a series 
of successful one-day strikes. 

Some 1,500 workers were due to take 
selective strike action in schools and some 
councils from Wednesday. 

Over 60,000 London teachers are con- 


tinuing their campaign for better pay. 

After two successful strikes last year, 
they are campaigning for more action in 
the autumn. 

Results were expected this week in the 
first of a series of strike ballots among low 
paid hospital workers in east London. 

They are fighting private contractors 
and demanding decent pay and improved 
conditions. 

The mood over pay is strongest in 
London because it is expensive to live in 
the capital. But poverty pay can be found 
in every corner of Britain. 

Over 4,000 disabled workers employed 
by Remploy have rejected a pay offer by 
over 80 percent. 

Their bosses wasted £10 million “re- 
structuring” their own pay. Now these work- 
ers are demanding dignity and decent pay. 


Journalists’ pay strikes— page 15 


More on London weighting— page 14 


Agrowingdivide ‘Here is mycase 


NEW ANALYSIS this week 


Three bosses at the Hermes 


*POSTAL WORKERS get 


including London weighting 


(see graph above) underlined 
how the gap has grown 
between the pay workers get 
and the salaries grabbed by 
chief executives. 

Top management pay took 
an extra 28 percent last year 
and 136 directors collected 
£1 million—and that was ina 
bad year. 

Last week the banking firm 
HSBC agreed to pay its newest 
director £37 million over the 
next three years. 


GULF WAR SYNDROME 


group, which runs the BT 
pension fund, shared £5.1 
million between them. 

More ands more directors, 
including those at companies 
like Corus and Trinity Mirror, 
are now enjoying “guaranteed 
bonuses”. 

This means they get a vast 
payout however they perform 
but they have to pay less tax. 

Meanwhile workers are told 
that any rises will have to be 
funded by cutting costs. 


Tribunal ba 


THE MINISTRY of 
Defence (MOD) is still 
refusing to accept that Gulf 
War Syndrome is killing 
and disabling soldiers who 
fought in the 1991 Gulf 
War. 

This is despite a war 
pensions tribunal this week 
making the first official 
recognition of Gulf War 
Syndrome. 

It has ruled that former 
soldier Alex Izzet’s brittle 


cks victim 


bone disease was linked to 
his service in the war. 

Over 550 British soldiers 
have died of Gulf War 
Syndrome. 

The MOD, which talk of 
“our boys” during the 
fighting, has ignored this 
suffering and continues to 
fight against former soldiers 
who demand compensation. 

It has said it does not 
agree with the latest verdict 
but will not challenge it. 


London weighting of just 
£3,250 for inner London and 
£2,016 for outer London. 

Ican’t even think about 
living near the area where I 
work. Most of the houses I 
deliver to cost from about 
£200,000 each. So I travel 28 
miles in every morning and 28 
miles back afterwards. 

It’s expensive and really 
tiring, especially as I start at 
Sam. 

I get about £360 a week 


and bonuses— that’s for 45 
hours a week. 

London is so expensive. 
Postal pay is rubbish in every 
part of the country but it’s time 
that the unions did something 
together about how bad things 
have gotin London. 

I’mreally glad that in 
London we’re going tohavea 
fight over this.® 


by Derek Brooks, postal 
worker in south London 


GLOBALISATION, 
EMPIRE & 
RESISTANCE 


GLOBALISERESISTANCE CONFERENCE 2003 
THIS SATURDAY, 10 MAY, 10am-5pm, London School of 
Economics, Houghton Street (Holborn €). 


Speakers indude: SUSAN GEORGE author The Lugano Report CHRISTOPHE 
AGUITON organiser Evian G8 protests BILLY HAYES general secretary CWU 
ALEX CALLINI@S author An Anti-Capitalist Manifesto MEDEA BEN) AMIN 
Gobal Exchange PHILLIP KNIGHTLEY author The First Casualty 


For more details phone 020 7053 2071/2 or goto www.resist.org.uk 


SCHOOLS CRISS 


Teachers will 
face the sack 


THOUSANDS OF teachers could 
receive redundancy letters this month as 
schools face the kind of cash squeeze 
last seen in the dying days of the Tory 
government. 

The conference of the head teachers’ 
NAHT union identified at the weekend a 
£2.5 billion funding black hole. 

Education secretary Charles Clarke 
has tried to pass the buck by claiming 
local education authorities are sitting on 
over £500 million extra cash the 
government has given them to pass on 
to schools. 

In fact only 19 out of 150 English local 
education authorities are spending less 
than the government suggests. 

The government admits that rising 
costs meant that every school needed 10 
percent more just to stand still this year. 

Yet an NAHT survey of 700 schools 
showed that 17 percent have had acash 
decrease and only 22 percent have had 
an increase of 10 percent or more. 

Former NAHT president Sue Sayles, 
head teacher of Riccall Primary School 
near Selby, North Yorkshire, says,"We 
have never known education be in such 
a crisis as we are in at the moment.” 

The normally ultra-polite delegates at 
the NAHT conference jeered Stephen 
Twigg when he said the government 
wanted to avoid “unnecessary 
redundancies”. 


Parents join 
resistance 


ANGER AMONG teachers and parents 
has already led to many local protests 
over threatened cuts. 

Even Fiona Miller, partner of Blair’s 
spin doctor Alastair Campbell, has 
spoken out against the funding shortfall 
at the primary school in north London 
where she is a governor. 

The schools funding crisis is 
deepening just as the cost of the war and 
occupation of Iraq is set to easily 
surpass the £3 billion chancellor Gordon 
Brown has set aside for it. 

And it is fuelling widespread 
opposition to the government's whole 
education policy at the same time as the 
threat of foundation hospitals provokes 
fury over attacks on the NHS. 


‘SATS are 
annual torture’ 


THE HEAD teachers’ conference last 
weekend also demanded an end to 
compulsory national testing, which one 
delegate described as an “annual 
torture” amounting to “a crime against 
children”. 

Head teacher Larry Malkin said he 
was “hurt, frustrated and deeply angry— 
volcanic” about the damage the SATs 
tests do to children. 

The largest teachers’ union, the NUT, 
is building towards a ballot to boycott the 
tests next year. 

The Times Educational Supplement 
last week launched a campaign to 
boycott the targets the tests are viewed 
against. 

The SATs are the keystone of the 
government's whole market-driven 
education policy. 

There are signs that parents are 
beginning to join with teachers to take on 
the tests. 

Some school governors are 
discussing local meetings against SATs. 

Anational conference to organise to 
stop the SATs has been called by the 
Hertfordshire association of the NUT, 
which has been at the forefront of the 
campaign. 


Stop the SATs, Saturday 28 J une, 
11.30am to 3.30pm. South Camden 
Community School, Charrington 
Street, London WC1l (King’s 

Cross/ Euston ©/ 25). 


“| failed the test, and it was based on 
one of my books,” says bestselling 
children’s writer— see page 10 
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Successes provide 
nope for alternative 


MAY DAY’S UNITED MARCH 


AROUND 5,000 people joined the 
May Day events in central London 
on Thursday of last week. 

Anti-war and anti-capitalist 
activists marched alongside trade 
unionists and large delegations 
from the Turkish and Kurdish 
communities in a protest jointly 
organised by Globalise Resistance 
and the TUC. 

“I'm here to protest against the 


occupation of Iraq,” said Chirdine 
who had travelled down from 
Kettering in the Home Counties. 
“P’'m going to Evian at the 
beginning of next month to 
protest against the G8 summit. | 
want to kick George Bush’s arse.” 
Dave Palmer, the branch 
secretary of Plymouth RMT rail 
workers’ branch, told Socialist 
Worker, “The government is 


Back Evian protests 


THE WORLD’S number one war 
criminal is set to face huge protests 
when he comes to Europe at the 
end of this month. 

George Bush is to attend the G8 
summit of “world leaders” in the 
town of Evian, in France. Protesters 
will be travelling from across Europe 
to greet him. 

There will be a counter-summit. 
This will address all the issues the 
G8 won't—how to truly end Third 
World debt, building the anti-war 


movement, uniting people across the 
globe against capitalist Globalisation. 

The anti-capitalist protests of the 
last three years have meant that our 


rulers cannot meet in peace to plan 
war and carve up the globe. 
Globalise Resistance, the anti- 
Capitalist group, is organising to send 
a big contingent from Britain. 
Everyone should support the 
protests and events in Evian, whether 
you can make it there or not. 
HFor more information phone 
Globalise Resistance on 020 7053 
2071/2 or go to www.resist.org.uk 
This Saturday sees Christophe 
Aguiton, main organiser of the Evian 
protests, speak at Globalise 
Resistance’s conference alongside 
other well known figures from the 
anti-capitalist movement. See page 2 
for details. 


letting workers down. My branch 
feels it is time for the link 
between the unions and New 
Labour to be broken.” 

Tony Benn was cheered at the 
rally when he said, “We have to 
gain control of the world for 
ourselves. 

“We cannot have peace while 
injustice continues. We are the 
only ones who are going to do it.” 


Picture: Ray Smith 


LAST WEEK’S elections 
revealed not a “Baghdad 
bounce” but a sharp backlash 
against Tony Blair, especially in 
Labour heartlands. 

The sense of utter betrayal b 
this Labour government, whic 
grew this week over the issue of 
foundation hospitals, brought 
breakthroughs for socialists. 

The Scottish Socialist Party 
(SSP) won six seats in the Scottish 
Parliament. 

The Socialist Alliance achieved 
similar levels of support in several 
English council elections such as 
Middlesbrough, Barnsley and W al- 
Sall. It won a seat in Preston under 
the first past the post system. 

The N azi BN P also tried to tap 
the disillusionment. It gained dan- 
gerous localised support, most 
notably in Burnley, but failed to 
make sweeping advances. 

Pushing back the BN P calls for 
a united response across the 
labour and trade union movement 
to confront and expose them. 

Everyone who stands to the 
left of New Labour now faces an 
urgent challenge across Britain. 

It is to build on the potential 
shown by the successes of the SSP 
and the Socialist Alliance to develop 
aleft alternative to Blair drawing in 
masses of working class people. 

Home secretary D avid Blunkett 
predicted that Labour's vote would 
hold up in traditional working class 
areas. He suggested anger with 
Labour over the war on Iraq was 
confined to Muslims and the “lib- 
eral middle classes”. 

In fact, Labour lost votes 
across the board, and most 
heavily in working class areas. 

The breach between New 
Labour and working people is not 
some “mid-term blues”. It is deep- 
ening as the government steers 
even more Clearly to the right fol- 
lowing its election losses. 

The barbaric reality of the oc- 
cupation of we is sinking in even 
among many of those who went 
along with the war. Blair’s drive 


Marxism 2003 is a week of meetings, forums, discussions and debates on 
subjects like imperialism, capitalism and building an alternative to the system. 
Get a full programme for Marxism 2003 by filling in the coupon below, 
phoning us on 020 7538 5821, or e-mailing us at marxism@swp.org.uk 


Please send me more information about Marxism 2003 


to “reform” public services means: 
@Foundation hospitals, which 
strike at the principles of the NHS. 
@Top-up fees for students. 
@T he schools funding crisis. 
@lgnoring the overwhelming calls 
to scrap damaging tests for 
school children. 

@Bashing the firefighters and the 
unions. 

@Privatisation everywhere. 

On each of these fronts New 
Labour faces resistance. Building 
that resistance and organising net- 
works of solidarity for those who 
fight back are vital. 

The two million who took to 
the streets in February against war 
on Iraq showed the scale of op- 
position to the government. 

New Labour's performance 
last week showed those 
remain enraged with Blair. 

So too do activists at the base 
of the trade unions as they see 
even moderate union leaders pil- 
loried for daring to oppose the 
government. 

Many Labour Party members 
could not bring themselves to 
campaign for the party last month. 

The socialist election successes 
provide a new hope. 

They show we don't have to 
allow N ew Labour to have a mo- 
nopoly on representing working 
class areas and on financial sup- 
port from the unions. 

A debate is now raging among 
large numbers of people who have 
traditionally looked to the Labour 
Party. 

It is about not only how to 
oppose Blair on specific issues, 
but how to provide a political al- 
ternative as well. Socialist Worker 
wants to encourage that debate. 

If those who are active in the 
unions, anti-war movement and 
elsewhere come together now, 
we believe there is a tremendous 
chance to build a powerful social- 
ist force. 

That could connect with mil- 
lions of people who have had 
enough of N ew Labour. 


MARRISM2003 


(return form to Marxism 2003, PO Box 82, London E3 3LH) 
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US still has to 
win the peace 


IN ONE of these carefully staged media events 
so typical of this global “war on terrorism”, 
George W Bush used the flight deck of the air- 
craft carrier USS Abraham Lincointo announce 
victory in Iraq on May Day. 

Actually, he didn’t use the word “victory”. 


Under international law 
hat would have required the 
nited States and Britain to 
ree prisoners of war and 
ssume various duties as the 
ccupiers of Iraq that the ad- 
inistration wants to evade. 

So Bush simply said that 
major combat operations in 
raq have ended’. He went on 
o claim, “We’ ve removed an 
lly of Al Qaida and cut off a 
ource of terrorist funding. 
nd this much is certain—no 
errorist network will gain 
eapons of mass destruction 
rom the Iraqi regime, because 
he Iraqi regime is no more.” 

As Goebbels said, the big 
ies are the best. No one has 
een able to come up with ev- 
dence that Saddam Hussein 
as “an ally of Al Qaida”. 

And the reason why no 
ne is going to get any 

eapons of mass destruction 
s because there probably 
ren’t any, as a senior US of- 
icial told last Saturday’s Fi- 
ancial Times. 

But behind the lies and 
riumphalism, the US faces 
ery serious problems in Iraq. 

Bush’s spin doctors pre- 
umably chose a carrier 
eturned from the Gulf 
ymbolically to underline 
heir claim not to be occupy- 
ng Iraq. 


Control 


“Our coalition will stay 
ntil our work is done,” Bush 
aid. “Then we will leave, and 
eave behind a free Iraq.” 

But in fact the administra- 
ion is in a cleft stick. The US 
ulers want to control Iraq for 
oth economic and strategic 
easons. The economic motive 
s obvious—Iraq’s oil. 

Strategically Iraq is im- 
ortant as well. US defence 
ecretary Donald Rumsfeld 
nnounced last week during a 
isit to the Gulf that most US 

orces will pull out of Saudi 
rabia. 

This does not mark a US 
ilitary retreat from the 
egion. Ever since he took 
ver the Pentagon, Rumsfeld 
as wanted to abandon the 
rince Sultan air base in Saudi 
rabia and relocate to Qatar. 

In the eyes of Washing- 
on’s neo-conservatives 
audi Arabia has become an 
nreliable ally. 

Removing US troops 
rom there will also deprive 

sama Bin Laden of one of 
is main grievances. 

But the Pentagon wants 
ther bases in the region. 
our have apparently been 
armarked in Iraq that would 
llow the US to put pressure 
n Syria or Iran, or indeed 
ny other neighbouring state. 

But holding onto Iraq 
on’t be easy. The killing of 
5 people by US paratroop- 
rs in Fallujah last week un- 
erlines the danger of a low 

ntensity war developing be- 
ween the Iraqi people and 
heir “liberators”’. 

The precedent of Israel’s 
ccupation of southern 
ebanon after the 1982 war 
ust be beginning to haunt 
ashington. 

The steady pinprick of 
ilitary casualties—often by 
uicide bombings—forced 

he Israel Defence Force 
radually to withdraw and fi- 
ally to pull out altogether. 


ALEX 
CALLINICOS 
argues that the 
US still faces big 
obstacles in 
conquering Iraq 


There are family and 
other links connecting the 
Shia Muslim leaders in 
southern Iraq with Hizbollah, 
the Islamist movement 
whose guerrillas drove Israel 
out of Lebanon. 

The sheer strength of Shia 
organisation that has 
emerged publicly since 
Saddam’s fall is another 
problem facing the US. 

Rumsfeld said a fortnight 
ago, “A regime like that in 
Iran is not compatible with 
our vision for Iraq.” 

This remark highlighted 
the hypocrisy of Bush’s 
promises of “liberty”, but it 
also underlined the danger of 
conflict between the US and 
Iraq’s Shia majority. 

It’s a sign of the difficul- 
ties that a diplomat, Paul 
Bremer, has been appointed 
over Jay Garner, the US ex- 
general originally chosen to 
run Iraq. 

No wonder then that 
Rumseld—the hammer of 
“Old Europe”—has started 
talking about a “multina- 
tional stabilisation force” in 
Iraq, and even a role for the 
United Nations. 

Rumsfeld hates “nation 
building’”—the messy busi- 
ness of managing impover- 
ished and divided countries 
whose problems have been 
made worse by US military 
action. 


Chestnuts 


So let the Europeans take 
on the job—and take the ca- 
sualties, while elite US units 
do the glamorous stuff. This 
is what has happened in the 
Balkans and Afghanistan. 

But France and Russia in 
particular won’t agree to help 
get America’s chestnuts out 
of the fire for nothing. 

It’s probably no coinci- 
dence that the US ambas- 
sador to the UN, John 
Negroponte, has said that 
Washington may honour 
some of the contracts that 
Saddam made under the oil 
for food programme. Russia 
stands especially to gain from 
these contracts. 

The occupation of Iraq is 
likely to deliver Rumsfeld 
and the neo-conservatives in 
Washington some very harsh 
lessons about the limits of 
American power. 


SOCIATISM'S7 
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IN THE FRAME 


No. 9 
Paul Bremer 


Cocccccsccccccccccccere 


He is the US- 
appointed civilian 
head in Iraq, 
overseeing retired 
US general Jay 
Garner. 

Bremer used to 
be “counter- 
terrorism” adviser to 
Ronald Reagan from 
1986-89. That meant 
boy-Cer Cate Me (=x-1ta) 
squads across 
Central America. 

He also worked 
with war criminal 
Henry Kissinger’s 
consulting business. 


With enemies 
like these... 


A RECENT poll found 
that those taking part in 
boycotts against countries 
which don’t support US 
policy could be scoring an 
own goal. In the survey 
64 percent said Grey 
Poupon mustard is French 
(it’s from the US). 

Some 78 percent 
thought Universal Pictures 
was a US company (it’s 
owned by French 
company Vivendi). 

And 55 percent said 
Saab is German (it’s 
owned by US giant 
General Motors). 


Six months to 
see president 


IN MAY 1969 protester 
Brett Bursey stood with 
an anti-war sign as 
President Nixon jetted in 
on a visit at the height of 
the Vietnam War. 

The police arrested 
him for trespassing—but 
the charges were dropped. 

In October 2002 Brett 
Bursey was arrested 
again for trespassing, 
when he held an anti-war 
sign to welcome 
President Bush. 

Yet again the charges 
were soon dropped. But 
now, under a rarely used 
law, he faces six months 
in jail and a $5,000 fine. 


Congratulations, 
you're sacked 


CAROLE Bonehill was 
delighted to get a 
congratulations card from 
her bosses after the birth 
of her second child. 

But as she read the 
messages, her elder 
daughter found other bits 
of paper in the envelope. 

They were her P45 and 
a letter sacking her from 
her job at an electrical 
firm in Birmingham. 

They said she’d had 
too much time off, even 
though her baby had been 
kept in hospital with an 
infection. Carole had also 
previously suffered four 
miscarriages. 


Don't pipe up about f f 


links with Saddam 


“THIS IS the big one. 
Everyone is saying, how 
do we get in on this?” 

That’s how one business lob- 
byist summed up the frenzy of 
companies trying to profit from 
the ruins of Iraq. 

Or as a former US Com- 
merce Department official put it, 
“How often do countries change 
regimes—especially ones that 
have the world’s second largest 
oil reserves?” 

The US awarded Bechtel a 
$680 million contract for Iraqi 
reconstruction two weeks ago. 

The US firm has close 
links to Bush’s Republican 
Party. What is less well known 
are some of the firm’s other 
dealings. 

Bechtel had no objections to 
trying to cut deals with Saddam. 


MAYBE THis 


Now an invasion of J 


THE BANKERS, big busi- 
nessmen and top politicians 
who gather in Davos in 
Switzerland every January 
to talk about carving up the 
world for business and profit 
are now planning to go to 
the Middle East. 

The World Economic 
Forum (WEF) and its “Davos 
Men” symbolise the global 
capitalist system, and the 
World Social Forum in Porto 


FIGURE IT OUT 
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| | | | 
That’s the payout 
that the four top 
directors of private 
firm Capita are due to 
get. Crapita runs the 
crisis-ridden Criminal 
Records Bureau and 
many PFI disasters. 


Iraqis are not firms’ priority 


In the early 1980s Bechtel 
vied for a contract from Saddam 
Hussein to build an oil pipeline 
from Iraq to Jordan. 

The Institute for Policy Stud- 
ies has discovered that key fig- 
ures in Bush’s gang, in 


Alegre was set up in direct 
opposition. 

Now the WEF has issued 
a statement saying it plans 
to convene, with 1,900 busi- 
ness and political leaders, in 
Amman in Jordan in June. 

It said it wanted to “bring 
the spirit of Davos to the 
Middle East”. 

The meeting will be 
chaired by Peter Brabeck- 
Lethmathe, chief executive 


Remote from rea 


MORE NEWS on the values 
of the satellite station the US 
has set up to broadcast into 
Iraq in Arabic. 

It is being produced in a 
studio, Grace Digital Media, 
which is controlled by 
fundamentalist Christians who 
are rabidly pro-Israel. 

Grace Digital Media is 
controlled by fundamentalist 
Christian millionaire Cheryl 
Reagan. 

On its website the 
company says it is “dedicated 
to transmitting the evidence of 
God’s presence in the world 
today”. 

And it adds, “Grace News 
Network will be reporting the 
current secular news, along 


isN'T THE TIME To Be 
MAKING Curs wy THE Fi 


particular defence secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld, pressed 
Saddam to approve the pipeline. 

This is despite the fact that 
they were well aware of Saddam 
Hussein’s use of chemical 
weapons in the war with Iran. 

US officials in the Reagan 
administration said that the 
institute “worked for two 
years to secure the billion- 
dollar pipeline scheme for the 
Bechtel corporation”. 

They failed to get the 
pipeline, but Bechtel continued 
to do business in Iraq. 

The firm signed a contract 
with the Iraqi government in 
1988, just after the gassing of 
Kurdish people in Halabja. 

The contract was to build a 
huge petrochemical complex 
called PC-2. 
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Itinational corporation 
Nesilé, and Phillip Condit, the 
head of the US aircraft multi- 
national Boeing. 

The plans have sparked 
fury in the region. Egyptian 
activist Wael Khalil said, 
“They want to come here to 
talk about doing business 
when the blood of Iraqi civil- 
ians hasn’t yet dried and the 
people in the region are very 
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with aggressive proclamations 
that will ‘change the news’ to 
reflect the Kingdom of God 
and its purposes.” 

It proclaims, “It will be a 
unique tool in the Lord’s 
ministry plan for the world.” 

The network produced a 
documentary movie called 
Israel: Divine Destiny which it 
says is about “Israel’s destiny 
and the United States’s role in 
that destiny”. 

The chief executive of the 
company is Thorne Auchter. 
He began the dismantling of 
the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration under 
the right wing administrations 
of Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush Sr. 


WHO SAYS? 


“What the 
government 
hasn't said is 
that the bill also 
allows any 
private sector 
body, from Tesco 
to Sainsbury to 
Boots, to run our 
NHS service.” 
ALLYSON POLLOCK 
top health academic 


on New Labour's 
foundation hospitals 


“| don’t sleep 
properly anymore 
because of all 
the work | have 
to do.” 

ALEX BIRTLES 

student daughter of 


cabinet minister 
Patricia Hewitt 
having a go at 
education minister 
Margaret Hodge 


“You're never 
going to have it 
as good again.” 
RICHARD TURNER 
head of Freight 
Transport Association 
on today’s congested 
roads 


“If a school can 
teach the world 
is less than 
10,000 years old 
and still obtain a 
98 percent 
success at GCSE, 
isn't that 
evidence our 
exam system is 
failing?” 

RICHARD DAWKINS 
scientist and academic 
on the Gateshead 


school that teaches 
creationism 


“They are 
essentially inside 
each other's 
thinking. They 
complete each 
other’s thoughts.” 
COLIN POWELL 

US secretary of state 


on Tony Blair and 
George Bush 


“| vote for the 
Socialist 
Alliance. | look at 
what they stand 
for, and | don’t 
think any are 
outrageous.” 
SAMUEL WEST 

the actor playing 


Anthony Blunt in 
c idge Spl 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 


3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 


FOUNDATION HOSPITALS 


Wh 
ah 


THE GOVERNMENT says foundation hos- 


pitals will mean modernising the NHS and 
more choice for patients. 

In truth they are a dagger at the heart of the 
NHS. In every locality they will mean an elite of 
hospitals which will prosper by poaching staff 
from others and by borrowing from the private 


sector. 


To repay these debts, hospitals will at the 
very least have to welcome in private compa- 
nies and at worst will move towards charging 
patients and clearing the way for the funda- 
mental privatisation of the service. 


They will also begin to 
select which patients are 
allowed in and which can 
be decanted to the 
“second class” hospital in 
the other part of town. 

Foundation hospitals 
are a central part of Blair’s 
programme to turn the 
NHS into a commercial, 
market-driven enterprise. 

Blair has already 
opened up the NHS to 
private companies ina 
way even Margaret 
Thatcher did not dare. 

Now the government 
wants to give foundation 
status to around 30 hospi- 
tals to begin with, which 
have achieved “three 
stars” in its hospital 
league tables. 

Foundation hospitals 
will no longer be ac- 
countable to the health 
secretary and the gov- 
ernment, and will effec- 
tively “opt out” of the 
NHS. 

It could herald a return 
to the days of the unequal 

and fragmented health 
system which existed 
before the Second World 
War. 

Then in every town a 
well funded hospital used 
by the rich flourished, 


eWe've had 
contractors, PFI 
and other 
measures 
already. But this 
iS going even 
further? 


while the poor were ex- 
pected to put up with a 
sink second-rate hospital. 
These resembled work- 
houses or even prisons. 

Dr Paul Miller, the 
chair of the consultants in 
the British Medical Asso- 
ciation, has given a stark 
warning that foundation 
hospitals “could contribute 
to the end of the NHS”. 

Health secretary Alan 
Milburn initially wanted 
to call foundation hospi- 
tals “foundation compa- 
nies’”—and that is exactly 
what they will be like. 

They will be run like 
private capitalist corpora- 
tions. 

They will be able to 
raise money on the stock 
markets, have automatic 
access to government 
money and be less subject 


melularerolulelamreleles 


C Jaolelater-hirelamatey-) eo) 
tals will have freedom 
from direct NHS and 
government control 
and freedom to raise 
private cash on the 
open market. 

They will get extra 
funding, be able to 
borrow more money 
and set up venture 
companies and com- 
mercial outlets to gen- 
erate more money. 
@Private sector com- 
panies and organisa- 
tions will also be able 
to get foundation 
status. 

So there would be 
nothing to stop Sains- 
bury’s or Bupa being 
EME Vgol-Xo ma Cole laver-Latela) 
status. 

Foundation trusts 
can privatise some or 
all of their functions 


Dobson: opposes plan 


and services. 

@Foundation hospi- 
tals will be able to sell 
off assets and land. 
Money from any sale 
of such assets and 
EVato MUE-Y-Yo Ba Colne (elm oy- (er. 
into the NHS. 

Now the money will 
go back to the founda- 
tion hospitals. This will 
deepen inequalities be- 
tween hospitals. 


There is huge opposition to letting businesses grab the NHS 


to rigorous regulation and 
inspection. 

Hospitals will be 
pitted against each other 
in competition for pa- 
tients, staff and resources, 
with foundation hospitals 
at a great advantage. 

As a concession to op- 
position, Alan Milburn 
said that the Treasury will 
set limits on how much 
hospitals in total can 
borrow. 

But that will still leave 
it open for foundation 
hospitals to grab a larger 
and larger share of a lim- 
ited pool of funds. They 
will be robbing the non- 
foundation hospitals. 

Foundation trusts 
will also be able to set 
up joint venture compa- 
nies to buy in medical 
services, such as pathol- 
ogy or radiography. 

They can also gener- 
ate cash by putting “un- 
protected” assets, such as 
car parks and retail prop- 
erty, to commercial use, 
which will impose higher 
costs on staff, patients 
and visitors. 


Hospitals will become 
more and more like air- 
ports, with more compa- 
nies like Capita and Serco 
and Sodexho running ex- 
pensive cafes and coffee 
bars. 

There will be more 
McDonald’s restaurants 
and W H Smith stores. 

Milburn says that 
foundation hospitals 
cannot be elitist because 
eventually he wants the 
model to apply to all. 


Rampant 


But for a long time 
most hospitals will be re- 
garded as “failures” and 
“not up to the task”. The 
alternative, of every hos- 
pital being made a foun- 
dation hospital, is a 
nightmare vision of pri- 
vatisation running ram- 
pant throughout every 
pore of the service. 

Some trusts would 
“succeed”. Others would 
go bankrupt and close. 

The competitive mar- 
ket that foundation hospi- 


Picture: Jess Hurd 


tals will introduce means a 
system where the “money 
follows the patient’. 

Under New Labour’s 
market system, Primary 
Care Trusts (where your 
GP is based) will com- 
mission services from a 
range of different pro- 
viders, including NHS 
trusts, foundation trusts 
and private care. 

The providers will 
compete and non-founda- 
tion hospitals may be 
forced to make cuts in 
services. 

Hospitals may close 
some services in order to 
stay financially viable. 

In the US, says health 
union Unison, “the use of 
competition and contract- 
ing has seen a trend 
towards ‘drive-by mastec- 
tomies’, the inappropriate 
discharge of patients with 
serious conditions, over- 
billing by private hospi- 
tals, the careful selection 
of low risk patients, and 
the shifting of costs and 
risks of care to the patient 
and their family.” 


Hazel Croft 
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they're sucn a 
t to the NHS 


———a. 
Charging possible 


Alan Milburn denies that foundation hospi- 
tals will lead to patient charges. 

But earlier this year Tony Blair advocated 
a “mixed economy” in healthcare, including 
“new forms of co-payment.” 

The Catalyst research organisation warns 
that “charging for at least some elements 
of public healthcare could become a matter 
for local discretion rather than national 
policy.” 


Less democracy 


The governing boards of foundation hospi- 
tals will be self selecting and will not be able 
to make any decisions regarding the hospi- 
tals’ budgets. 

Governing bodies are likely to be reduced 
to providing a rubber stamp for business 
Strategies which are devised by managers 
and medics. 

An independent regulator for the NHS will 
issue the licences for foundation hospitals 
and has the power to determine the range of 
services provided. 

But as a report by the Unison union 
points out: 

“As with telecoms, energy and postal 
services, the ‘market’ for certain treatments 
may be opened up to the private sector and 
key public services and obligations 
excluded.” 


Grab key staff 


The government has conceded that founda- 
tion hospitals will have to abide by the gov- 
ernment’s proposed new NHS pay system, 
Agenda for Change. 

Firstly, this pay package has not yet even 
been agreed by members of the biggest health 
union, Unison. 

Secondly, the fact that foundation hospitals 
will attract more money and better resources 
will enable them to cherry-pick staff at the ex- 
pense of other NHS facilities. 

This will intensify shortages in the poor- 
est areas where the lack of adequate staff is 
already causing long waits and misery for 
hundreds of thousands of patients. 


Damage patients 


People living in areas without a foundation 
hospital will be stuck with inferior care and 
resources, without access to the best tech- 
nology and treatment. 

The government’s guidance says that the 
foundation trusts would only be required to 
provide services to meet a “reasonable level 
of demand”. 

: So where there is a high demand for ser- 
vices, foundation trusts will therefore be able 
to choose who they treat. 

They can reject patients (for example 
those who are elderly and who have higher 
than average costs) and instead take the 
cases where they think they will make more 
profit. 

As former health secretary Frank Dobson 
puts it: 

“Foundation trusts deciding their own pri- 
Orities could well become cuckoos in the 
local health nest—tossing out other people’s 
priorities for the exclusive benefit of their 
own.” 


SOCIALIST WORKER 10 May 2003 


Did the Liberals 
fillthe gap? 

IT IS little wonder many 
people are looking for an 
alternative to New Labour, 
with Blair driving through 
Thatcherite policies after 
prosecuting a war that two 
million people took to the 
streets to oppose. 

None of the mainstream 
parties filled the void — the 
turnout stayed at historic 
lows in the English council 
elections, and fell in the 
Scottish and Welsh 
elections. 

Labour’s share of the vote 
dropped to 30 percent, the 
same as the Liberal 
Democrats. 

The Tories polled 35 
percent. 

But, as elections expert 
John Curtice says, “It was 
not so much a night of 
Conservative gains as 
Labour losses. 

“By doing little more than 
standing still, the Tories 
profited from Labour’s 
misfortune.” 

The Liberals managed to 
pick up votes in many 
Labour areas. 

They often claimed to be 
anti-war and for “Old Labour 
policies”, even though their 
leader Charles Kennedy 
dropped any criticism of the 
invasion of Iraq once it 
started. 

But the Liberals also lost 
votes in working class areas 
of cities they have run for the 
past few years. 

They lost control of 
Sheffield and lost seats in 
Liverpool, where they have 
pursued New Labour 
policies with even greater 
vigour. 


ERE WAS no comfort 
for New Labour from last 
Thursday’s elections, and 

little for any of the other main- 
stream parties either. 

There were, however, dramatic 
breakthroughs for the left. 

The Scottish Socialist Party won 
six seats in the proportional voting 
element of the Scottish Parliament 
elections. 


The Socialist Alliance won a first 
past the post election in Preston, 
Lancashire, and achieved landmark 
votes in Walsall, Middlesbrough, 
Barnsley and other areas. 

Meanwhile, the Nazi BNP 
failed to make the sweeping ad- 
vances it expected across the 
board. 

But it did sink its poison deeper 
into Burnley. It won some council 


seats elsewhere and got a vote 
which now must lead to an imme- 
diate, united and fighting response 
from the whole of the labour 
movement. 

The slump in Labour’s support 
also means socialists face an urgent 
challenge and an unprecedented op- 
portunity to draw together the 
forces for a mass alternative to New 
Labour. 


Socialist Alliance in 
poll breaktnrou 


THE SOCIALIST Alliance won 
its first council seat in England. 

Michael Lavalette took the 
Town Centre ward in Preston, 
Lancashire, with 546 votes. He 
beat the Labour candidate by 106 
votes. 

Michael told Socialist Worker, 
““Labour Rocked By Poll 
Explosion’ was the headline of 
the Lancashire Evening Post the 
day after the elections. 

“The Liberal and Tory votes 
stayed about the same. It’s sucha 
safe Labour seat Labour hardly 
bothered canvassing, but we beat 
them. 

“T only decided to stand at the 
last minute because people in the 
Stop the War Coalition felt we 
should build a political voice. 

“But our campaign was not 
just over the war. I stood ona 
clear Socialist Alliance platform 
and used all the national leaflets 
covering a wide range of issues. 

“When I was canvassing on 
election day, I talked to lots of 
white working class people who 
said they voted for me — some 
were Labour Party members.” 

“The Labour candidate in the 
ward was Muslim, so there was a 
big debate in the Muslim 


Blunkett rubbished 


ON THE eve of the elections 
home secretary David Blunkett 
predicted that Labour's vote 


Michael Lavalette 


community about whether 
people should support me, a non- 
Muslim, or him. The imam I 
worked with in the anti-war 
campaign endorsed me. 

“The Muslim community here 
are breaking their link with 
Labour. The anti-war campaign 
allowed us to drive a wedge 
through Labour’s hold. 

“T have had loads of e-mails 
from people at work 
congratulating me. Lots of 
people are taking heart from my 
victory.” 

Rob Hoveman, national 


precisely in working class 
areas. 

Labour lost control of 
councils such as Birmingham, 
Bristol, Coventry, Derby, 


gh 


secretary of the Socialist 
Alliance, said, ‘“Michael’s victory 
is outstanding. Itis 
unprecedented for someone to 
win a seat on the first past the 
post system from scratch 
standing on a principled 
platform. 

“But we won significant votes 
in lots of other areas. It shows the 
Socialist Alliance can appeal to 
people angry with Labour from 
many different backgrounds and 
communities. 

“For example, Gordon 
Rowntree in Middlesbrough got 
21 percent of the vote and came 
just 100 votes behind the winning 
Labour candidate, and Sue Wild 
in Barnsley got 17.7 percent.” 

Sue told Socialist Worker, “I 
was chuffed to death to beat the 
Tories. They were gutted — you 
should have seen their faces. 

“My vote trebled from when I 
stood last time. 

“People are so against the war. 
Ihave been on every anti-war 
demo, done lots in the 
pensioners’ campaigns and 
raised £500 for the firefighters 
when they struck.” 

The Socialist Alliance had a 
very good result in Walsall in the 


Bournville, overwhelmingly 
white areas with large 
numbers of skilled workers. 
Redcar & Cleveland has a 
tiny Muslim population, but a 
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Backlasn 
nits Blair 


ocialists celebrate at the Glasgow coun 
West Midlands. 

It stood candidates in ten 
wards and got an average of 10 
percent of the vote. 

Martin Lynch was one of the 
candidates. He told Socialist 
Worker, “In Blakehall ward 
Peter Smith, an ex Labour 
councillor standing for the 
Socialist Alliance, got 23 percent 
and beat the Tory. 

“In Darleston, Alan Johnson 
got 18.6 percent and I got around 
13 percent.” 

Will McMahon, Socialist 
Alliance membership secretary, 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
Socialist Alliance results 
compare very favourably to what 
the socialist left get in Europe. 

“If we build on them we will be 
in a good position to stand in the 
Greater London Assembly 
elections and European 
Parliament elections next year. 

“There is real enthusiasm for 
the Socialist Alliance project now 
we have shown what’s possible.” 


Nick Wrack is the publications 
officer for the Socialist Alliance. 
He says, “These excellent results 
area breakthrough for the 
Socialist Alliance. 

“The brilliant result in 
Preston and in other places 
shows how we can build on the 
disenchantment with New 
Labour and focus it in a left wing 
direction. 

“The Socialist Alliance 
conference this Saturday will be 
very exciting and important in 
discussing how we build on this 
success.” 

Rob Hoveman agrees: 
“Saturday’s conference is vital. 
The election results have opened 
up lots of possibilities for the 
Socialist Alliance. 

“It’s areal chance for us to 
discuss how to build on this 
breakthrough. 

“We want to seize the chance 
to forge a dynamic left wing 
alternative to New Labour right 
across the country.” 
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Left vote shakes Scotl 


“PEOPLE’S POWER Marches 
On Parliament” was just one of 
the many newspaper headlines 
proclaiming the success of 
socialist and campaigning 
candidates in the Scottish 
elections. 

The Scottish Socialist Party 
(SSP) was the biggest victor, 
winning six members of the 
Scottish Parliament (MSPs). 

The party did so well because 
of its opposition to the war, 
support for struggles like the 
firefighters’, and plans for a war 
against poverty. 

Rosie Kane, anew MSP for 
the SSP in Glasgow, said “We’ re 
going to bring colour, 
imagination and all sorts of 
diversity and attitude to the 
parliament.” 

The election was bad for all 


Welsh ‘red water’? 
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the major parties — especially 


Labour. It won less than a third of 


the vote and lost six MSPs. 

The low turnout (49 percent) 
was also a judgement on 
Labour’s performance as many 
of its traditional supporters 
stayed at home. 

The Greens went from one 
MSP to seven (although the SSP 
won more votes than the Greens). 

Many of those who voted 
Green did so because the party 
was against the war in Iraq and 
has been prepared to challenge 
New Labour. 

The Scottish National Party 
(SNP) meanwhile faces its most 
serious crisis for decades. 

The party had a disastrous 


night, falling from 35 seats to 27. 


During the last four years the 
SNP has tried to “modernise” as 


meant no SATs orschool 
league tables in Wales, no 
foundation hospitals and 
restoring some grants for 


part of an attempt to win over 
more media and business 
support. Many people who had 
previously voted for the SNP in 
protest at Blair this time voted for 
more serious left alternatives. 


Excellent results 
SCOTTISH ELECTORS get two 
votes for the parliament. The first 
is like the general election with 
MSPs elected by “first past the 
post”. 

In this part of the election the 
SSP, although it won no seats, 
took around 15 percent in 
Glasgow and an average of 
around 6 percent in the rest of the 
country. 

In Glasgow Pollok Tommy 
Sheridan achieved 6,016 votes, 
28 percent of the total. 

Among notable constituency 


batter Plaid Cymru. 

Plaid Cymru fell from 17 
seats to 12. It lost the three 
key working class seats 


Picture: Duncan Brown 


and 


votes were those won by two 


members of the Socialist Worker 


Platform in the SSP. Tricia 
McCafferty got 9.8 percent in 
Greenock & Inverclyde and 


Malcolm Wilson 12.6 percent in 


Glasgow Cathcart. 
Scotland also has a second 
ballot paper where people vote 


for parties. This is counted using 


a form of proportional 
representation. 


In Scotland as a whole the SSP 


took 7.5 percent of the vote, up 
from 2 percent in 1999. Across 
Glasgow the SSP won 16 
percent, ahead of the Tories and 
Liberal Democrats combined. 

This was enough for the SSP 
to win two MSPs in the city. 


Others were elected in Lothians, 
Scotland Central, Scotland South 


and Scotland West. 


down from the miserable 47 
percent last time. 


The challenge from the left 


of Labour was weak. 
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ECTION RESULTS 


BNP: act now to 
stop this cancer 


THE BRITISH National Party 
(BNP) now has eight 
councillors in Burnley, 
making it the second largest 
party in the council. 

That terrifying reality 
should signal a united and 
determined fight to turn the 
tide against the Nazis. 

Fortunately, the chance to 
successfully carry that out is 
strengthened by the failure 
of the BNP to get the 
breakthrough that they 
wanted across Britain. 

They stood their largest 
concentration of candidates 
in the north east of England. 
None of the 54 won a seat. 

In Oldham the BNP’s high 
profile leader Nick Griffin 
failed to win. 

But the BNP consolidated 
its hold in Burnley. 

They also now have two 
councillors in Calderdale, 
one in Dudley, two in 
Sandwell, and one in Stoke 
on Trent. 

A splinter group, the 
Freedom Party, havea 
councillor in South 
Staffordshire. And the BNP 
also have acouncillorin 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire. 

This number of Nazi BNP 
councillors is alarming. 

Le Pen’s National Front 
organisation in France 
started out by winning a few 
seats ina local council in 
1983. It went on to get two 
million votes in European 
elections and secure control 
of four councils, and Le Pen 
became a national figure. 

The lesson is the Nazis 
have to be smashed while 
they are small. That means 
ripping away the cover of 
“respectability” from them. 

Yetin Burnley the BNP’s 
three councillors have been 
treated as a normal part of 
political life over the past 
year by the press and 
mainstream parties. 

They have let the BNP get 
away with targeting 
disaffected white voters who 
feel abandoned by 
mainstream political parties. 

Burnley resident Andrew 
Ramsbottom told Socialist 
Worker on Saturday, “Our 
family’s income is less than 
£8,000 a year. The top-up fees 
are going to be terrible for me 
when | go to university. 
These are the sort of things 
the BNP are playing on. 

“The only party who put an 
election flyer through our 
door was the BNP. Yet these 
are supposed to be Labour 
strongholds. | think the 


biggest danger at the 
moment is that we downplay 
the Nazis.” 

In two wards the BNP got 
councillors by a majority of 
just three votes and 15 votes. 

Their scapegoating of 
refugees has succeeded in 
stoking up wider racism 
against Asians living locally. 

Shakira, a Burnley 
resident, said, “We get 
horrible abuse when we walk 
down the street. I’ve really 
noticed it since the BNP were 
elected last year, and then 
the riots. Now there are more 
BNP councillors.” 

In Calderdale the BNP 
succeeded in getting a 
councillor in the ward next to 
Mixenden, where they wona 
by-election in January. 

This means they are now 
regarded as a group on the 
council and are allocated a 
secretary and an office. 

The BNP’s councillor in 
Dudley, Simon Darby, was 
quoted in the Guardian 
before the election saying, 
“We’ve had a bit of luck in 
that the newspapers have 
become obsessed with the 
asylum issue. 

“Issue after issue, day 
after day, asylum this, 
asylum that. We have the 
luxury of banging on 
people’s doors with the 
mainstream issue of the 
day.” 

That sharply points up the 
responsibility of the press 
and mainstream politicians 
for creating the climate the 
BNP hope to prosper from. 

Anti-Nazis have done 
important work campaigning 
against the Nazis in areas 
like Burnley. 

Whatis needed nowisa 
serious campaign uniting all 
those opposed to the Nazis 
in an effort to smash them. 

There are millions of trade 
unionists, Labour voters and 
supporters, people from all 
walks of life, who hate what 
the BNP stand for. 

That potential needs to be 
mobilised, and all those 
organisations and 
individuals with influence 
bear a responsibility for 
ensuring that is done. 

It means people coming 
together, despite whatever 
other differences they may 
have, to build united, mass 
activity around the single 
theme of driving the Nazis 
back into the gutters they 
have crawled from. 


agh 
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Welsh Assembly, largely 
because it stood on slightly 
more radical polices than New 
Labour and because there wag 
no real challenge from the left 
Leader Rhodri M organ mad¢ 
play of the “clear red water” 
between his Welsh Labour and 
“London Labour”. This has 


college students. 

At this election Welsh Labour 
promised free breakfasts for 
primary school pupils, 
resistance to top-up fees andtq 
abolish prescription charges. 

Although this was only a 
slightly improved version of the 
Blair model, it was enough to 


(Rhondda, Islwyn, Llanelli) it 
wonin1999. 

Plaid’s tactic of being a little 
bit to the left of Blair was 
undermined by the Labour 
candidates doing the same. 

However there was very 
little enthusiasm for Labour. 
Turnout was just 38 percent, 


But J ohn Marek, standing as 
an independent, defeated 
Labour in Wrexham. Marek was 
previously a Labour member of 
the assembly. 

Marek stood this time ona ! 
ote acelanimoymel-ac-aleliaen elelite | 
services and justice forthe " 
firefighters. 


would hold up in traditional 
working class areas and would 
only suffer among Muslims and 
the “liberal middle classes”. 

Infact, anger over the 
slaughter in Iraq and the 
assault on public services at 
home hit Labour’s vote 


Dudley, Exeter, Ashfield, 
Rochdale, Northampton, 
Bolton, Redcar & Cleveland, 
Luton, Dartford, Chesterfield 
and Durham. 

Labour suffered heavy 
losses inthe Birmingham 
wards of Billesley and 


Kolatemar=lolhalelameym ley c- Him ane) 
Labour. 

The biggest swings against 
Labour in Bristol, where it has 
all four MPs, were in working 
class areas. Chesterfield, in 
“solid Labour” South 
Yorkshire, also fell. 


Saturday 10 May, 10am to 5.30pm 
Islington Green School, Prebend Street, 
iMojarole)anGal=1el(-s)m -yalale(=1)) 

Speakers from Scottish Socialist Party, 
Stop the War Coalition, RMT union 

For more details phone 020 7791 3138 


Blunkett: wrong a 


Picture: Richard Searle 


We need united protests against the Nazis 
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‘We will defy 
Bush's plans’ 


ALVARO URIBE Velez is a 
good friend of George Bush 
and Tony Blair. 

The right wing 
president of Colombia was 
the only South American 
ruler to back war on Iraq. 

Uribe now sounds like 
he wants his powerful 
backers to send their 
forces to Colombia. 

Bush and Blair are not 
about to order a full scale 
military intervention. 

They are, though, 
pouring in money and 
weapons to bolster the 
Colombian military and 
right wing paramilitaries. 

The US-sponsored Plan 
Colombia will see some 
$1.3 billion, almost all in 
military aid, pumped into 
the country. 

The aimis to help Uribe 
defeat a 30 year old 
guerrilla rebelion which 
enjoys considerable 
support and is fuelled by 
the lack of genuine 
democracy and human 
rights in Colombia. 

Uribe is also trying to 
crush workers and 
community organisations 
that stand in the way of a 
drive to privatise industry 
and open the country 
further to multinationals. 

Two Colombian trade 
unionists spoke at a recent 
meeting in London 
organised by the Colombia 
Solidarity Campaign. 
Samuel Morales is from the 
CUT Colombian trade union 
federation in Arauca, one of 
the country’s key oil 
producing regions. 

“The US intervention in 
Colombia is key to its 
wider strategy of 
containing popular 
movements in Latin 
American, symbolised by 
the election of Lula in 
Brazil, Gutierrez in 
Ecuador and above all 
Hugo Chavez in 
Venezuela,” he explained. 

“The US is pursuing the 
same kind of policies as it 
did in central America in 
the 1970s and 1980s in 
countries like El Salvador 
and Honduras, with their 
‘dirty wars’. 

“The multinationals in 
Colombia are central 
too—companies like BP. 
Spain’s Repsol oil 
company, Shell and the US 
Occidental. 

“The areas of Colombia 
where the multinationals 
are active are where you 
get a concentration of 
paramilitary activity. 

“Tn Arauca an area 
greater than one million 
hectares has been handed 
to the US. There is a huge 
US military base, with 
Apache helicopters, 400 
US marines, huge radar 
and satellite installations. 

“The USis concerned 
about the natural 
resources—oil but also 
coal and minerals—from 
Venezuela and Colombia 
and the Amazon. 

“This is not just about 
control ofa single country, 
Colombia, but a whole 
continent. Venezuela is 
especially important. 

“The paramilitaries are 
allowed by the Colombian 
regime to penetrate and 
violate the Venezuelan 
border. 


VENEZUELA 
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“Uribe is Bush’s 
representative in Latin 
America. 

“We are not coming to 
Britain for sympathy, but 
for solidarity. We are also 
bringing our experience of 
neo-liberalism in the hope 
that this can help you 
ensure these same systems 
don’t destroy what you 
have won.” 


Franciso Ramirez from 
Colombia's mining unions 
also spoke. 


“Uribe is pushing forward 
a huge economic project 
involving multinationals 
from Canada, Europe and 
Japan as well as the US. 

“Bush’s strategy is also 
toundermine any 
independent leadership in 
the region such as Chavez 
in Venezuela, or Lula in 
Brazil or Gutierrez in 
Ecuador. 

“On the border with 
Ecuador you are getting 
the imposition of 
paramilitary and military 
control. You also havea 
combination of US and 
Japanese companies trying 
to take control of the water 
resources there. 

“If you look in the other 
direction, towards 
Venezuela, you see the 
paramilitary AUC 
strengthening their 
presence. And this is linked 
to the presence of 
companies like the US coal 
corporation Drummond 
and Occidental Petroleum. 

“On the border with 
Brazil itis similar, there 
the rivers are important 
but there is also uranium, 
gold and US and South 
African multinationals. 

“Itis not just about 
economics. These are areas 
of massive biodiversity, the 
lungs of the world, and if 
we destroy themit’s a 
global disaster. 

“So what Uribe is doing 
is dangerous not only for 
Colombians but for the 
whole world.” 

Blair's New Labour 
government backs Uribe, 
and Plan Colombia. 
Britain’s BP oil 
multinational is also the 
biggest single foreign 
investor in Colombia. 

That's why both 
Samuel and Franciso 
particularly appealed for 
solidarity from British 
campaigners and trade 
unionists, saying “It’s only 
the globalisation of our 
popular struggles that can 
save the planet.” 

For details on how you can 
offer solidarity contact 
Colombia Solidarity 
Campaign 
sui colombiasolidantyorg, 
ul 


LAN MILLER, a steel- 
worker at the Stocks- 
bridge plant in South 
Yorkshire, was sickened 
by the news last week of 
massive job cuts at the 
plant. Bosses of the Corus steel firm 
decreed that 1,150 jobs are to go 
across Britain—including hundreds at 
Stocksbridge. This was part of their 
“restructuring” plan to boost profits. 

As news of the jobs cull broke, the 
company’s share price rose just as it 
had done two years earlier when man- 
agement slashed 6,000 jobs. There was 
no cheering in Alan Miller's house. 

“Me, my wife and our three chil- 
dren are all panicking, waiting to find 
out if I have a job or not. I’ve can- 
celled the summer holiday abroad and 
I'm terrified of whether I can afford 
the mortgage and the car loan if I’m 
finished,” Alan told Socialist Worker. 

But the Corus announcement was 
also bad news for Derartu Wami and 
her three children. They live 4,000 
miles away from Stocksbridge, ina vil- 
lage near Mega in southern Ethiopia. 

They farm a small patch of land 
that has been hit repeatedly by 
drought. The children are never free 
from illnesses and disease, always 
hungry, always listless. 

The Wami family need more money, 
more land, more health and education 
facilities. But they also need more steel. 
They need it for hoes and ploughs and 
water purifiers and stoves and cooking 
utensils and buses and house building 
and a hundred other uses. 

The logic of the Corus job cuts is 
that there is too much steel in the 
world. There is, says management, not 
enough demand to meet production 
and so production must fall. 

In truth the world is crying out for 
. But the poor of Ethiopia cannot 
‘d to pay a price that will fund the 
shareholders’ dividends and the exec- 
utives’ bonuses. 

And incredibly the export price of 
steel to Africa has been consistently 
between 15 percent and 25 percent 
higher than the price the big steel 
firms charge in Europe. 

So Derartu’s family, and millions 
like them, must go without products 
that could play a crucial role in halting 
the march of hunger across Africa. 

What sort of world is it where steel 
plants are closed and their workers’ 
lives wrecked while Oxfam has to 
launch a desperate appeal to get 
enough bicycles for cholera education 
workers in southern Africa? 

Our television screens have not been 
dominated by starving African children 
recently. But terrible food shortages are 
hitting tens of millions of people. 

According to international agen- 
cies, around 200 million people in 
Africa are malnourished and 50 mil- 
lion are severely affected by drought. 

Some will die of starvation. Many 
others will eke out an existence on the 
edge of death, vulnerable to starvation. 

The poor in whole regions of 
Malawi, Zambia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
Mauritania, and Zimbabwe are being 
slowly strangled by lack of food. 

They have been choked by the aus- 
terity programmes of the IMF and 
World Bank. These have led to cuts in 
food subsidies, pressure to tear up 
maize and cassava in order to grow 
crops like tobacco which can be used 
to sell for foreign currency. 


BRITISH WORKERS have fought to keep 


=4 
steel plants open 


what socialists say 


LIFE IS a daily struggle in the Shabellah region of Somalia. Even simple water pumps made from steel would greatly improve people's lives 


Picture: JC Tordai / Panos Pictures 


Let Corus workers 
make steel for Africa 


Steel workers are thrown on the dole while people around the world desperately need the steel they could 
be producing. This is the logic of the capitalist system, argues Charlie Kimber 


In a final bitter twist food stocks 
were sold off even as the drought hit in 
order to repay debt. Now the political 
leaders who pose as liberators in Iraq 
turn their back on the agony of these 
African countries. 

7 Capitalism does not 
just ignore the short-term 
" emergencies of drought 
and crop failure in Africa. 
It also distorts the whole 
way resources are used. 
Capitalism’s god is 
profit and the racking- 
up of ever more 
profit to fund 
the means to 
produce more 
profit. What 
is “useful” or 
“needed” is 
secondary. 

Derartu 
Wami and 
Alan Miller 

may seem to 
have noth- 


ing in common. But they have similar 
hopes and fears for their children and 
their future. And both their lives are 
shaped by the bosses of Corus and other 
big firms. 


Steel could transform lives 

Why can’t Alan make the steel that 
would transform Derartu’s life? And 
that prompts a bigger question: why 
can’t Alan and Derartu and the billions 
like them begin to discuss how to plan 
the best use of the world’s resources? 

They could decide how to put 
everyone to work making useful prod- 
ucts in ways that did not damage the 
environment. They could push aside 
the parasite managers and bankers, the 
braying share traders and the do-noth- 
ing consultants and analysts. 

They could weigh up the fact that 
for much less than the price of a 
Stealth bomber you could tackle the 
education crisis in ten of the world’s 
poorest countries and get five million 
children into school. 

Nobody is suggesting that simply 


dumping vast amounts of steel in 
Africa could end hunger. 

The most critical issues are the sheer 
poverty that mean people cannot buy 
the food which is available, and the 
grossly unequal distribution of land. 

But a sensible agricultural policy 
would mean using great quantities of 
steel and steel products. 

Hoes are still used for much of the 
agricultural work in Africa, But many 
hoes and other small tools are of very 
poor quality and break after a few 
weeks. In an effort to get a longer-last- 
ing hoe, peasants often buy exc 
sively heavy or large tools. This means 
even harder work for women, who do 
most of the hoeing. 

If good quality steels were freely 
available then peasants could have 
longer lasting, more effective and 
lighter tools. 

Steel ploughs (or ploughs partly 
made of steel) are a great improve- 
ment on the wooden ploughs that are 
still used in much of Africa. One 
Ethiopian study showed that heavy 


clay soils which could not be worked 
with wooden ploughs became fertile 
when steel was used. 

Around 40 percent of arable land 
goes unused in Africa. Better tools and 
ploughs could bring that land into use. 

The longer term transformation of 
Africa would require much greater use 
of tractors and other motorised tools. 
At present 85 percent of Africa’s 
ploughing is done by hand. Another 10 
percent is tilled by using animals. Only 
about 4 percent of Africa’s arable land 
is ploughed by motorised methods. 

Extra use of tractors, where appro- 
priate, would greatly increase food 
output. Elsewhere steel could be used 
in lightweight donkey-drawn ploughs 
and cultivators, which are a huge im- 
provement on hand hoeing. At present 
these are widely used in only a few 
parts of Africa. 

Across Africa between 8 percent and 
25 percent of the total crop harvested 
is lost due to poor storage conditions 
Structural steel could be an important 
component in building a vast network 


of good local food stores so people 
could keep more of what they grow. 

Transport is a key issue in much of 
Africa. In rural areas the lack of buses 
intensifies the hardship caused by lack 
of hospitals and other facilities. And it 
makes it hard to transport food stocks. 

One project in Kenya saw a group 
of women start a local bus service. It 
enabled them to make better use of 
clinics and health facilities in the area 
and health workers could more easily 
visit them. By travelling, the women 
were also able to sell any surplus veg- 
etables they grew. 

Buses and trucks need steel. 

African workers have the skills to 
transform the world for the better. But 
they often lack the basic raw materials. 

A study of 10,000 Tanzanian black- 
smiths showed they did not really need 
improved training to produce a vast 
array of tools, poultry cages, fishing 
gear and animal traps. They just 
needed to get more steel 

Clean water is a key issue. Every 
year two million people die because of 


waterborne diseases. 

Steel is needed for pumps, for cor- 
rugated sheets to collect rainfall and 
for galvanised storage tanks. 


The road map points 
to more suffering 


THIRTEEN Palestinians 
were murdered by Israeli 
tanks and troops in a single 
day in Gaza last week. 

The dead included a two 
year old child. 

Yet the British media did 
not care about these 
victims. Instead they 
devoted pages to the 
suicide bombing by a pro- 
Palestinian British citizen 
that killed three people. 

Bush and Blair's 
roadmap for peace will do 
nothing to end the injustice 
and suffering of the 
Palestinian people. 

They had been stung 
into action by the mass 
support for the Palestinians 
that was raised in the global 
protests against Bush and 
Blair's war on Iraq. 

But the road mapis a 
con. 

Itis overwhelmingly 
weighted in Israel's favour. 

Israel can already 
occupy Palestinian towns, 
sendin troops and tanks on 
military incursions, impose 
checkpoints and close 
cities at will. 

The road map demands 
nothing less than 
Palestinians’ surrender. 

Israel grabbed 78 
percent of the land of 
Palestine in 1948. They are 
only prepared to negotiate 
now what happens to the 
remaining 22 percent. 

They only want the 
Palestinians to get half of 
that for their “independent” 
state. 

Israel's population is five 
million. There are eight 
million Palestinians. 

Yet over half of these are 
forced to live as reftugees— 
one million in the Gaza 
Strip, one and a half million 
in the West Bank. The rest 
live across the world, mainly 
in the Middle East. 

Israel wants a weak 
Palestinian state. 

Itdemands that state 
represses its own 
population and crushes the 
second intifada, or uprising, 
which broke out in 
September 2000 against 
Israeli occupation. 

The Palestinians have to 
undertake an immediate 
ceasefire in the road map’s 
first phase. 

If this does not happen 
then Palestinians will have 
not met the agreement. Yet 
time and again the Israelis 
have provoked the 
Palestinians by attacking 


MATTHEW 
COOKSON 
on why Palestinians 
won't get peace 


their homes and 
slaughtering families. 

This is a ready-made 
excuse for the Israelis to 
renege on their part of the 
deal. They are supposed 
to “take all necessary 
steps to normalise 
Palestinian life, withdraw 
from Palestinian areas 
occupied since 
September 2000 and 
freeze all settlement 
activities”. 

As Said Ghazali wrote in 
the /ndependentlast week, 
“The roadmap is no more 
than an entrance ticket to 
the dance hall where the 
Israelis will play the same 
old tunes against ‘terror’.” 

The following stage two 
is meant to lead to the 
creation of a Palestinian 
state with provisional 
borders. Again this is reliant 
on “a Palestinian 
leadership acting 
decisively against terror”. 

The third phase will 
reach a final agreement by 
2005 “ending the conflict”. 

The problem with the 
road mapis itignores the 
reason for the conflict in the 
first place. 

Israel was created in 
1948 when Israeli settlers 
drove 750,000 Palestinians 
out of their homes. 

They became refugees 
in the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. Israel then 
invaded these areas in 
1967 and occupied them. It 
has controlled them ever 
since. 

Over 400,000 settlers, 
many from Britain and the 
US, now live in Arab East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli prime minister 
Ariel Sharon has spent his 
life oppressing the 
Palestinians. He has 
backed the settlers as they 
have grabbed Palestinian 
land and killed Arabs. 

Yet the Palestinians are 
presented as the 
aggressors. 

Israel is the most 
militarised state in the 
world. Itis bristling with 
tanks, F16 fighter jets, 
airships, nuclear weapons 
and other US-supplied 
weaponry. 


Israel has killed over 
2,400 Palestinians since 
the intifada began. 

The Palestinians have 
rocks and home-made 
bombs to fight back. 

The Israeli settlements 
have the purpose of 
creating “facts on the 
ground”, ensuring that an 
independent Palestine 
cannot be created. 

The Israeli state is 
building a “security fence” 
around the West Bank, 
dividing the Palestinians 
from Israel and Jordan. 
This way Israel will claim 
another 10 percent of 
Palestinian land. 

Itis also building a 
number of routes through 
the West Bank that only 
settlers and the Israeli 
military can use. Bush's 
road map does not affect 
them. 

Israel will continue to 
politically, militarily and 
economically dominate the 
new Palestinian state. 
Israeli troops will control the 
roads between the different 
cantons of Palestine. 

The five million 
Palestinian refugees will 
have no right to return to 
their homes inside Israel. 

After the last Gulf War in 
1991 George Bush Sr 
promised the Palestinians 
their own state. The Oslo 
peace process was 
supposed to bring this 
about. 

This came after the first 
Intifada against Israeli 
oppression that began in 
1987. One-sided 
negotiations offered a weak 
and divided Palestinian 
Authority that was 
expected to oppress its 
own people 

The number of Israeli 
settlers in Palestinian 
areas doubled during the 
peace process. Life got 
worse for ordinary people. 
The peace process fell 
apart in 2000. 

Israel has stepped upits 
repression of Palestinians 
since. 

The road map could 
swing even more 
favourably towards Israel. 
Israel has made it clear that 
it sees the roadmap as 
“open to further 
negotiations”. 

Bush, and the right wing 
hawks around him, see 
Israel as an integral part of 
continuing US dominance 
of the Middle East. 
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CHIILDREN’S AUTHOR SLAMS daa ENT SCHOOLS TESTS 


“Unhelpful, POS ey 
even damaging” 

the conclusion na 
popular children’s 
author Pat Thomson 
about the national 
SATs tests the 
government imposes 
on children 


SUPPOSE | must be an ed- 

ucational failure. | sat the 

English test. | failed to get 

full marks—and | had writ- 

ten the story on which the 
test was based. 

Presumably I had failed to fully 
understand the intentions of the 
author. 

The story was from my book A 
Chest of Stories for Nine Year Olds, but 
being in the folk tale style it was indeed 
suitable for the 11 year olds taking the 
test. 

It’s a story told by a lake. Although 
warned not to meddle with the Asrai, 
the beautiful but strange creatures who 
live at the bottom of the lake, a young 
man catches one. 

Although she begs him to return her 
to the water, he pulls for the shore, 
meaning to exploit her. On reaching the 
shore, however, he discovers nothing 
but a pool of water in the bottom of his 
boat. The story closes: 

“Ever after, the hand which had 
touched the Asrai was icy cold and yet 
it was marked, as if it had been passed 
through fire... If I took off my glove, 
you would understand.” 

On discovering that my story had 
been used in this way, Carousel, the 
children’s book review magazine, 
thought it might be intriguing if I sat the 
paper and had it properly marked. 

“Well,” I thought, “if I can’t get full 
marks, who can?” It turned out to be a 
good question. 

What happened was that I did the 
paper and commented on my experience. 
The examiner then marked it and 
explained why he had given the marks he 
had. 

I’m just going to pick out a few of 
the 19 questions which have led me to 
wonder if these tests are doing 
something distinctly unhelpful and 
possibly even damaging. 

There was a problem early on 
with question nine: “Who was the 
storyteller?” 

There was a narrator within the 
story, but I was also the storyteller. I 
hope it makes it more interesting to 
have this duality. 

Children who put my name down, 
however, lost their mark. Were they 
really wrong? 

The examiner said, “Many children 
looked up the answer and put P 
Thomson. The ambiguous nature of 
the question was commented upon at 
our training sessions. Children are 
often advised by their teachers to 
supply as much information as 
possible. Sometimes this can be to 
their disadvantage.” 

By the time I got to question 14 I 
was getting very unhappy. It said, 
“Choose three of the words below 
which best describe the Asrai... Explain 
why you have chosen (it): Natural, 
human, mysterious, fierce, friendly, 
beautiful, helpless, dangerous.” 

I answered, “Mysterious—they are 
from a world we do not know; 
beautiful—they have the qualities and 
colours of things aquatic.” 

But what was the third? They were 
definitely not human or natural, nor 
friendly nor fierce. Only “helpless” and 
“dangerous” remained and they were 
neither. 

I guessed children might choose 
“dangerous” as it comes in the text, but 
that is only one character’s opinion. I 
would hope that, by the end, the reader 
sees that the danger comes from the 
young man’s greed. The Asrai are 
innocent. 

I was astonished by the right answer. 
The examiner said, “Cannot give you a 
mark for this. In the marking scheme, 
all the words are acceptable—eg, 
‘Human’ because it says, ‘They look 
partly like humans.’” 

Well, so do chimpanzees. What on 
earth are the testers talking about? It 


Government testing will deny children the chance to enjoy reading and become better, more subtle readers 


sel isxemuarey 
test set on’ 
my own book’ 


seems to be about a very unsubtle form 
of reading. 

Then came a really daft question. 
Question 17: “The story of the Asrai is a 
traditional folk tale. Give one way it is 
different from other types of stories.” 

I’m afraid my answer was, “Because 
there is no high-speed car chase as in so 
many romans policiers.” 

I’m not actually wrong, am I? Just 
where was I supposed to start? One 
worry—could I ignore the seminal influ- 
ence of folk tale, the way it has pene- 
trated in many guises into all story? 

I had already discovered that this test 
is not about interesting argument or fruit- 
ful speculation. Which was going to be 
the right right answer? 

This test was turning out to be about 
reading the question setter’s mind. The 
examiner said, “Ridiculous question— 
good answer. However, I can’t give you a 
mark for it.” 

I now know that good answers will 
get you nowhere in the SATs! 

I felt quite argumentative about some 
of the questions. One said, “The Asrai is 
a traditional folk tale and in the past it 
was probably: read silently/read aloud to 


large groups/passed on by word of 
mouth/acted in plays.” 

I answered “passed on by word of 
mouth” because I was playing the second 
guessing game by now, but it’s sloppy 
stuff. 

They needed to define “in the past” at 
least. Most of our traditional stories are 
known to us through the great 19th cen- 
tury collections—all written down. 
Before that, some were written down in 
the old chapbooks and read aloud—one 
book among many. 

That may be academic nit-picking, but 
any child who knew that would have been 
penalised. There is only one right answer. 

I suppose the questions which trou- 
bled me most were ones like question 16: 
“The young man decided not to put the 
Asrai back in the lake. What happened to 
him because of this decision?” 

I found it difficult to answer. Did they 
mean physically? Psychologically? Liter- 
ally, in the sense of what was his next 
action? 

I couldn’t help feeling that education, 
literature and the child would have been 
much better served at this point if the 
children had been allowed to speculate 


and imagine what effect such an experi- 
ence would have had. 

But, of course, that would not have 
lent itself to easily marked papers. What 
we really needed was a good teacher, not 
a test. 

Disturbingly, one question actually 
said, “What do you think...?” and then 
there was a right answer. 

On the whole, my problem with this 
test is that it was so reductive. 

It seems to be willing to make chil- 
dren less subtle readers and to work 
against the text and the author in its dis- 
missal of the emotional and psychologi- 
cal engagement with a text that even tiny 
children experience. 

We are robbed by this kind of test of 
the unique qualities which literature can 
offer the individual. 

If children are really trained like this, 
they have little chance of becoming better 
readers and it may explain why so many 
are now experiencing difficulties with 
writing. 

And that brings me back to my first 
question. If I couldn’t get full marks on 
this, who could? The answer seems to be 
children who have been trained to pass 


the SATs. 

It is not for children who think outside 
the frame. It is not much good if you 
know more than the question setters pre- 
dict. It is not for those who want to think, 
to imagine. 

That rules out most of us who love 
reading and writing. Hardly ideal for an 
English test, surely. 

When everyone can pass these tests, 
few will be reading for pleasure (the real 
key to literacy) and absolutely nobody 
will be writing anything interesting. 

Pat Thomson 


More from 
Pat Thomson 


Pat Thomson has written over 50 
books. A Chest of Stories for 
Nine Year Olds (Corgi, £4.99) 
contains the “Asrai” story that 
the SATs test was based on. 
Other recent books include Drat 
That Fat Cat! (Scholastic, £4.99) 
and Strange Exchange (Barn 

Owl Books, £4.99). 


The blood and 
the money are 
not added up 


HERE’S A simple question—who is an expert 
on war? Watching TV during any war gives 
us a simple answer. 

Experts on war are made up of the reporters 
“out there”, and back in the studio, the ex- 
generals or “defence analysts’—people who 
work for military hardware catalogues, de- 
partments of military studies or for strange “in- 
stitutes” devoted to studying wars. 

The media want these people to take over 
the idea of war in our minds. They all appear 
to be people who aren’t there to state views, 
opinions and politics. 

The pretence is that they are simply there 
to describe war. You and me don't have access 
to the battlefields. We don’t climb over tanks, 
we don't hang about after the bombs have 
dropped and we’re not plane spotters or gun 
collectors. 

So these experts become the means by 
which war is not only described, but also how 
it is defined. 

Our politics tells us that war is about killing 
and maiming people, and destroying their 
homes and buildings. 

It also tells us that it’s about the “military- 
industrial complex”’—the collaboration between 
the masters of business and the masters of 
war. 

And it’s this that tells us war is a way of trying 
to dominate the control of resources and dom- 
inate the markets for finished goods. 

This means that the people we would want 
to summon as our experts on war would be 
very different. Imagine our TV war studio. 

For the military-industrial complex, we would 
want to see people watching with eagle eyes 
the to-ings and fro-ings between armaments 
manufacturers, the suppliers to the armies, the 
“reconstruction” firms, generals, chiefs of staff, 
government ministers and presidents. 

Let’s have a big chart up on the wall so 
that when the firm that vice-president Dick 
Cheney profits from secures a whacking great 
contract, a great multi-coloured, digitalised 
star splashes up on our screen—wham!!! An- 
other target secured!!! 


‘Back to youJ eremy’ 

For the domination of resources and markets, 
we could have Peter Snow graphics of oilmen 
predicting the rise and fall of their share of 
barrels, offset against the rising costs of the 
war. 

Snow would stand in front of the screen 
screaming, “Up, up, up goes the cost of the 
war over here—see the stack of dollar notes. 

“Up, up, up goes the pile of barrels over 
there—that’s the oil coming in...but, Jeremy, 
is it enough? Will George W be able to turn to 
the American electorate and say, ‘Look what | 
gottchya’? 

“Or will he have to go back to them and 
say, ‘| need more of those dollar bills’? Back 
to you, Jeremy.” But we wouldn’t come back 
to Jeremy. 

Sitting in our studio would be people who’ve 
had bombs drop on them, people who've lost 
family and friends through war, and doctors 
who can explain to us how bullets penetrate 
the skin or air filled with depleted uranium par- 
ticles enters the body. 

The media try to tell us war belongs to people 
who know how fast a tank can go, and how 
cheery the troops are feeling today. 

That way, they take our eyes off the people 
who suffer war, and off the greed and profit of 
the people who run it. 

When they do the great accounting trick at 
the end of wars, they say, “It was worth it.” 

We know they only get away with saying that 
because they leave out of the sums the blood 
and the money. So we would be in the war 
studio to say all this. 

We would be there as experts in war—the 
opposition and resistance to it. 

Mike Rosen 
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Television The BBC’s drama Cambridge Spies shows the 
real life 1940s double agents 


TO RUSSIA 
WITH LOVE 


UY BURGESS, Donald Mac- 

lean, Kim Philby and Anthony 

Blunt were Britain’s most no- 
torious and successful 20th century 
spies. 

Their lives are depicted in the 
watchable BBC2 drama Cambridge 
Spies, a four-part series starting on 
Friday of this week. 

They first met as students at Trin- 
ity College, Cambridge, in the 1930s. 

Recruited by Moscow as agents, 
they penetrated the heart of the British 
intelligence establishment. 

Virtually everything the govern- 
ment discussed in its innermost secret 
circles, or discussed with its American 
allies, found its way to the USSR. 

For well over a decade, during the 
important period of the Second World 
War and the Cold War, they escaped 
detection. 

Burgess and Maclean fled to Russia 
in 1951. Philby, having served the 
KGB for over 30 years, finally de- 
fected in 1963. 

Only in 1979 was Sir Anthony 
Blunt officially unmasked, and de- 
prived of his title. 

How come they were never caught? 

Commentators have concentrated 
on the old boy network and on their 
sexual appetites (of the four, Burgess 
and Blunt were homosexual). Un- 
doubtedly, this helped them succeed. 

But these are not the main reasons. 
Most spies get caught because they 
do it for the money. 

Burgess, Maclean, Philby and Blunt 
spied out of political conviction. They 
wanted capitalism and imperialism de- 
stroyed, and Communism (in the shape 
of the Soviet Union) victorious. 


Philby, played by Toby Stephens 


FILM 


| spies— Blunt, Burgess and Maclean as portrayed in the BBC series 


There were immense contradictions 
in all this. 

The weapons they chose involved 
them operating as ultra-loyal members 
of the class they wanted to overthrow. 

And the twists and turns of Soviet 
policy imposed enormous strains on 
their sense of commitment to an 
ideal. 

The BBC series gets all this across 
very successfully by using fiction to 
supplement historical reality. 

The series opens with the four of 
them at Cambridge in revolt against a 
world of privilege. 

It doesn’t take long for this revolt 
to crystallise into political action. “To 
fight fascism’, declares Philby, “‘you 
have to be a Communist.” 

There is anti-Semitism among stu- 
dents, appeasement of fascism by the 
dons and exploitation of the college 
servants. 

Soon the four discover that fight- 


ing fascism through being agents to 
Moscow involves more than sponta- 
neous revolt. 

Their “handler” teaches them that 
they cannot afford the “luxury” of 
being openly Communist. They have 
to hide their views. 

Worse than that, they have to learn 
to blend into the establishment, at 
whatever cost to their own happiness 
or integrity. 

They mix with appeasers and pro- 
Nazis. In their personal lives they sac- 
rifice love and affection. 

All this imposes an immense strain. 
Only their faith in one another holds 
them together. 

The series is sensitive to the politi- 
cal issues of the period. It understands 
but does not caricature the nature of 
Stalinism and how that tragically 
twisted people’s commitments. 

The series is also superbly filmed 
and acted. The makers have resisted 


Desperate hopes 4 a better life 


Lilya 4-Ever 
Director: Lukas Moodysson 


THE NEW film by Moodysson 
begins with a young woman, 
battered and bruised, running 
through the streets of a grey city. 

She is desperate and scared. 
We last see her on a motorway 
bridge, taking a deep breath. 

This is a stark opening from 
the director whose previous 
film, Together, had amore 
humorous take on life. Together 
gave asense of the terrible 
loneliness most people suffer in 
this society, but also that there 
is a possibility of living a 
different way. 

In Lilya 4-Everthe main 
character has been abandoned 
by her mother, ripped off by her 


aunt, scorned by her 
schoolteacher, and let down by 
her best friend in quick 
succession. 

The film’s setting is one of 
the countries of the former 
Soviet Union in modern times. 
This is a society where the 
reality of the free market has 
been brutally brought home to 
ordinary people. 

Lilya hooks up with Volodya, 
a12 year old boy, who has been 
kicked out by his father. Their 
relationship begins when she 
convinces him not to throw 
himself off a bridge—the world 
may not be a great place, but we 
have to try to live in it. 

Theirs is the only caring and 
non-exploitative relationship in 
the film. 


By contrast Andrei lures 
Lilya to move to Sweden on the 
promise of a job and hope ofa 
better life. 

Like other recent films about 
those who flee their country, 
Dirty Pretty Things and In This 
World, the “better life” is hard to 
come by. 

Lilya finds herself the victim 
of people trafficking, sold likea 
commodity, and ends up locked 
up ina tiny flat and raped, again 
and again. 

There is no comment or 
analysis in this film, and no 
answers. Itis a simple story of 
events in one young woman’s 
life. The young people’s 
performances are amazing, and 
this is a fantastically moving film. 
Sally Campbell 


the temptation to produce a costume 
drama. The arguments and discussion 
are complex and believable. 

The series has scenes of great 
humour and of suffering, as well as 
superb moments of understated satire. 

All this makes it a series well worth 
watching. 

Gareth J enkins 


Five to catch this week 


1 THREE KINGS 
Thursday, 9pm, C5 
At turns funny and brutal film 
which gives a different view of 
the first Gulf War in 1991 


ALJ AZEERA EXCLUSIVE 
Sunday, 9pm, BBC2 
Documentary following the Al 
Jazeera reporters who tried to 
tell the truth about the war on 
Iraq—and saw their Baghdad 
station bombed by the US as a 
result. 


BREMNER, BIRDAND 
FORTUNE: BEYOND IRAQ 
ANDA HARD PLACE 

Sunday, 9pm, C4 

The satirical trio return to the 
war on Iraq and its outcome—if 
it’s half as good as their first 
programme on the war it should 
be brilliant. 


FILE ON FOUR 

Tuesday, 8pm, Radio 4 

The usually excellent 
investigative radio series 
probes the links between the 
British government and the 
arms manufacturers. 


CHAVEZ: INSIDE THE COUP 
Saturday, 10.45pm, BBC4 

If you have access to BBC4, or 
can persuade someone to tape it, 
this is an excellent insight into the 
political turmoil in Venezuala. 


Compiled by Paul McGarr 
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meetings, forums and events | tel: 020 7538 5821 | e-mail: forums@swp.org.uk 


IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


BARNSLEY 

The grand strategy of the US 
Empire Wed 28 May, 7.30pm, 
Central Library, Shambles Rd. 
BEDFORD 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East Thu 8 May, 
7.30pm, Friends Meeting House, 
Landsdowne Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
How do we fight fascism? 

Tue 13 May, 7pm, Martineau 
Centre, Harbourne High St. 
BIRMINGHAM SMALLHEATH 
Can the American Empire be 
defeated? Wed 14 May, 7pm, 
Alj ara Mosque, Coventry Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 

Ten years after Stephen 
Lawrence’s murder: is racism 
getting worse? Thu 22 May, 
7pm, Shah-en-Shah Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd. 

BLACKWOOD 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Mon 19 May, 7.15pm, 
Blackwood Miners Institute. 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Democracy: is this as good as 
it gets? Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Bournemouth Community Centre 
for Arts, Haviland Rd. 
BRIGHTON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, Phoenix 
CommunityCentre, Phoenix Place. 
BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

Do Western workers benefit 
rom Third World oppression? 
Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, Bristolian 
Cafe, Picton St. 

CANTERBURY 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, Pascucci’s 
Cafe, High St. 

CHESTERFIELD 

May 1968 Wed 21 May, 7.30pm, 
Market Halls, Market Sq. 
DARLINGTON 

Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? Thu 15 
May, 7.30pm, Larchfield 
Community Centre, Larchfield St. 


£, 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 
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The workers create all the wealth under 


capitalism. A new society can 
constructed when they collect 


control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
or reformed as the established 


trade union leaders say. It has 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 


The structures of the present 
army, police and judiciary can 


DERBY 

Can imperialism be defeated? 
Thu 8 May, 7pm, Infusion Cafe, 
Uttoxeter Old Rd. 

DUDLEY 

Why is there a war on asylum 
seekers? Wed 14 May, 8pm, 
Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

GATESHEAD 

Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon? 

Tue 20 May, 7pm, Trinity Centre, 
High St. 

HARTLEPOOL 

What would socialism look 
like? Fri23 May, 7pm, 
Hartlepool Library, York Rd. 
HARWICH 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 14 May, 8pm, 
Longmeadow Community Centre. 
HEXHAM 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 7pm, Hexham 
Swimming Pool. 

IPSWICH 

The media: does it control our 
ideas? Sun 11 May, 7pm, 

CAB, Tower St. 

LEEDS CITY CENTRE 

Fascism: how do we fight it? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Swarthmore Centre, Woodhouse 
Sq (nr Park Lane College). 
LEEDS HAREHILLS 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 14 May, 7pm, 
Pakistani Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 15 May, 6.30pm, Delicatessen 
Cafe, Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 

Blood, oil and imperialism: 
srael— the hijack state 

Mon 12 May, 7.30pm, Cafe 
Mozart, London Rd. 

LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Yemeni Community Centre, 
Lodge Lane. 

LUTON 

s this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Hightown Recreation Centre, 
Old Bedford Rd. 


| 


Hundreds of people joined Edinburgh’s May Day march last Saturday. Over 1,000 attended 
a similar event the next day in Glasgow 


Picture: Charlie MacDonald 


MANCHESTER HULME 

Revolt and resistance 

in Latin America 

Mon 12 May, 7pm, 

Arch Bar, Stretford Rd. 
MIDDLESBROUGH 

What would socialism look 
like? Thu 22 May, 7.30pm, 

St Mary's Community Centre. 
MILTON KEYNES 

Is revolution the only solution? 
Sat10 May, 2.30pm, 

Meeting Room, 402 North Row. 
NEATH 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East Thu 8 May, 
7.30pm, Mocha Jo’s. 
NEWCASTLE GOSFORTH 
Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Thu 22 May, 
7.30pm, Employees Club, 
Jesmond Rd 

(nr Robinson Library). 
NEWCASTLE HEATON 

What can we learn from Lenin 
and the Russian Revolution? 
Thu 22 May, 7pm, 

Truick Road Community Centre. 
NEWCASTLE WEST 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism 

Thu 15 May, 7pm, 

Lynwood Business Centre, 
Lynwood Rd. 


» INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
10] 0) ole} amm mal -m ale] alameda e)e-(el.au ol-\0)o)(-mr-lalemelual-la 


only be 
ively seize 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


patched up 
Labour and 
to be 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


parliament, 
not be 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 


different kind of state—a work 


based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 


used to make propaganda agai 
present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


Fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


TU/ college/ school 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


ers’ state 


nst the 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


Join the socialists 


Phone 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 
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NEWPORT 

If capital can cross borders, 
why can’t people? 

Tue 13 May, 8pm, Usk Room, 
Newport Centre. 

NORTHAM PTON 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 8 May, 7pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 
NORWICH 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Millennium Library, city centre. 
NOTTINGHAM HOCKLEY 
What is fascism 

and how do we fight it? 

Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 

Wax Cafe, Broad St. 
NOTTINGHAM ST ANN’S 

The grand strategy of the 
American Empire 

Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, Chase 
Neighbourhood Community 
Centre, Robin Hood Chase. 
PONTEFRACT 

How can the US Empire be 
stopped? Sun 18 May, 5pm, 
Squash Club, Stuart Rd. 
ROCHESTER 

If money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Eon Cafe, Rochester High St. 
ST ALBANS 

Lenin: a revolutionary 

for the 21st century? 

Mon 12 May, 7.30pm, 
upstairs, Trinity Church (cnr 
Victoria St/ Beaconsfield Rd). 
SCUNTHORPE 

Is revolution possible? 

Mon 12 May, 7.30pm, Central 
Community Centre, Lindum St. 
With Martin Smith. 
SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 
Che Guevara: popular icon or 
symbol of revolution? 

Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 

Burton Street Project 

(next to Hillsborough Barracks). 
SHEFFIELD HUNTERS BAR 
Road map or dead end: can 
Palestine ever be free? 

Wed 21 May, 7pm, Coffee 
Revolution, Eccleshall Rd. 
SHEFFIELD SHARROW 
Fascism: how do we fight it? 
Wed 21 May, 7.30pm, 
Highfields Library, London Rd. 


SOUTHAMPTON 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 15 May, 8pm, Cook House, 
StMary's St. 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 

How do we fight fascism? 

Wed 21 May, 2pm, Sutton 
Coldfield College, Lichfield Rd. 
SWANSEA 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Uplands Diner, Uplands. 
WALSALL 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
aman who made a revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, Palfrey 
Community Centre, Milton St. 
WATFORD 

Is this the best democracy we 
can get? Wed 14 May, 7pm, New 
Trade Union Hall, Wickford Rd. 
WOLVERHAMPTON 

The Project for the New 
American Century: how de we 
resist the new colonialism? 
Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, Lighthouse 
Cafe, Chubb Buildings, Frier St 
(nr). 

YORK 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 14 May, 8pm, PrioryStreet 
Centre. 


ACTON 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 
Trade Union Club, High St. 
ALDWYCH 

Can the empire be stopped? 
Mon12 May, 5.30pm, Room D6, 
East Wing, Strand Building, King’s 
College. 

BAYSWATER 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, Coffee 
Island, 31 Westbourne Grove. 
BRENT 

Road map or dead end: can 
there be justice for the 
Palestinians? Wed 14 May, 
7.30pm, Willesden Green 
Library Centre, 95 High Rd. 

With BeccyReese. 

BROMLEY 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to freedom? Mon 12 May, 7pm, 
United Reformed Church. 


CAMDEN 

Does the media control our 
ideas? Wed 14 May, 6.30pm, 
Mariina’s Cafe, High St 

(opp Argos). 

CATFORD 

The media: 

weapons of mass deception? 
Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, 
Copperfield, Station Approach 
(nr Catford Bridge ==). 

CLAPTON 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Thu 8 May, 

7.30pm, Gulluoglu Bakery, 
Lower Clapton Rd. 

DOLLIS HILL 

Road map or dead end: can 
there be justice for the 
Palestinians? Thu 15 May, 
7.30pm, Cafe Grafenola, 

83 Dudden Hill Lane (near e). 
EALING 

The bloody history of the 
British Empire 

Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House. 

EAST HAM 

Is revolution possible? 

Thu 8 May, 6.30pm, Lahore Grill, 
High St North. 

EDMONTON 

Will the Middle East road map 
lead to peace? 

Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Edmonton Leisure Centre. 
ELTHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, StMarys 
CommunityCentre, Eltham High St. 
EUSTON 

Palestine: can it ever be free? 
Wed 21 May, 7.30pm, Cafe 
Muse, MuseumSt. 
HAMMERSMITH 

Do all revolutions end in 
tyranny? Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Palenswick House, 241 King St. 
HARROW 

Road map or dead end: can 
there be justice for Palestine? 
Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, Victoria 
Hall, Sheepcote Rd. 

HIGHBURY 

The Project for the New 
American Century: can we 
resist the new colonialism? 
Thu 15 May, 6.30pm, 

Stingray Cafe, Highbury Grove. 
With Suzanne] effery. 

HONOR OAK 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to freedom? Tue 13 May, 
7.30pm, Ackroyd Community 
Centre, Ackroyd Rd 

(off Brockley Rise). 

HOUNSLOW 

Fascism: what is it and how do 
we fight it? Wed 14 May, 
7.30pm, Hounslow Community 
Centre, Montague Rd. 

ILFORD 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 

Kohi-Noor, Ilford Lane. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Lenin: what we can learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Tue 13 May, 7.30pm, Green 
Room, Paddington Arts Centre, 
Woodfield Rd. 

LEWISHAM 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 14 May, 7pm, Hunkarim 
Restaurant, Lee High Rd. 


LONDON FIELDS 

How do we fight the Nazis 
today? Thu 8 May, 7.30pm, 
Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
NEW CROSS 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East Tue 20 May, 
7pm, Moonbow J ake’s, New 
Cross Rd. 

RICHMOND 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Thu 8 May, 8pm, 
ETNA Community Centre, Roslyn 
Rd, East Twickenham. 
SOUTHALL 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Dominion Centre, The Green. 
STREATHAM 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 21 May, 7.30pm, Boogalu’s, 
Sunny Hill Rd. 

TOOTING 

Weapons of mass deception: 
does the media control our 
ideas? Wed 14 May, 7.30pm, 
Club Jasmin, 202 Upper Tooting 
Rd. 

VICTORIA 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to peace? Tue 20 May, 6.30pm, 
King's Arms, 77 Buckingham 
Palace Rd. 

VICTORIA PARK 

Fascism: what it is and how to 
fight it Mon 12 May, 7.30pm, 
Mojo’s Restaurant, 132 
Laurison Rd. 

WALTHAM STOW 

f money and missiles can 
cross borders, why can’t 
people? Thu 15 May, 7.30pm, 
Le Petit Cafe, Hoe St (cnr J ewel 
Rd). 

WOOLWICH 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 14 May, 7pm, Friends Cafe 
(off Powis St). 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 

Who benefits from Third World 
oppression? Thu 8 May, 8pm, 
Munby Room, Kings College. 
With Chris Harman. 
GOLDSMITHS COLLEGE 

The Project for the New 
American Century: how can we 
resist the new colonialism? 
Thu 8 May, 5pm, Student Union. 
LEEDS UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the New 
American Century Wed 14 May, 
1pm, Student Union. 

LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS 

Palestine: is there a road map 
to freedom? Tue 13 May, 1pm, 
Underground Bar. 

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY 
What is the role of the police? 
Sat 24 May, 3.30pm, Portland 
Buildings. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 

The Project for the New 
American Century Thu 8 May, 
7pm, Level 4, Student Union. 
WIMBLEDON SCHOOL OF ART 
The Project for the New 
American Century 

Thu 8 May, 6pm, MeetingRoom 
6, Union North. 

YORK UNIVERSITY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Thu 8 May, 7pm, Room D130. 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 
(0207924 0333 
Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 
(02070532071 


07946 269 024 07803 620 390 
Barnsley East London Portsmouth 
07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 
Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 
07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 
Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 

(020 7053 2153/ 4/5/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

( 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
(0207987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
(07941 566 183 07957 316 094 07952 410 718 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 

(_ 07905 998675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


( 01412217714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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YOUR VIEW 


Victim of US bombs in Fallujah 


Truth, lies, propaganda 
over war and occupation 


ATCHING NEWS at Ten 
29 April) revealed blatant 
istortion by the BBC over 
he killing of Iraqi civilians in 
allujah by American troops. 
The BBC suggested US 
roops fired upon an 
ggressive protest and that 
rotesters headed for a US 
base” or “compound”. 
This was the town’s 
chool, commandeered by 
he US army and surrounded 
y razor wire. Local residents 
ere demanding their school 
ack. The BBC failed to 
ention the word school. 
This peaceful 


demonstration consisted of 
100 unarmed civilians. They 
were murdered by trigger- 
happy invaders. 

The BBC should be 
bombarded with complaints 
when they distort “news” in 
this way. 

We should also contrast 
the massive coverage of the 
suicide bomber in Tel Aviv, 
whilst ignoring the 
grotesque treatment every 
day of the Palestinians. 
Andy Coles 
Manchester 


@WHERE ARE the jubilant 


Use our power to 
boycott US goods 


ORPORATE America rides 
oughshod over millions who 
ant peace. 
By threats and bribery it 
mposes its will on the world’s 
ffairs, causing hunger and 
overty for billions. There is 
o government or coalition of 
overnments to match the 
ilitary or economic might of 
he US. 
But there is a coalition of 


peace and anti-globalisation 
movements which has 
tremendous purchasing 
power. This could be used 
against US goods. 

A call to boycott US goods 
from drink to meals, from cars 
to sports wear, would hit 
corporate America where it 
hurts. 

D Cozens 
Swansea 


Marking their cards 


S A correction to the evil 
card set” Donald Rumsfeld 
as produced, I suggest a pack 
freal war criminals. The 
pades would be: Ace, Bush; 

ing, Blair; Queen, Rumsfeld; 
ack, Wolfowitz; Ten, Hoon; 

ine, Cheney; Eight, Powell; 
even, Straw; Six, Rice; Five, 
haron; Four, Netanyahu; 
hree, Woolsey; Two, Brooks. 


Other points Socialist 
Worker might remind us of are 
the thousands left injured and 
suffering by the US. Also, 
whatever we say of Saddam 
Hussein, he kept the oil 
industry nationalised. It 
should be kept so, managed 
by and for Iraqis. 

P Hart 
South East London 


liberated people of Iraq? 
Should they not be 
showering Donald 
Rumsfeld with flowers? 

Why did Rumsfeld on his 
visit to Iraq choose only to 
address his own troops in 
barracks rather than the Iraqi 
masses openly? 

As the Ba’athist regime 
collapsed, support for the 
“liberators” should have 
increased. Instead ordinary 
Iraqis view US forces as 
oppressors. 

The British tried to incite 
Iraq’s Shias to rebel. 
“Liberated” Shias are now 


demanding the withdrawal 
of foreign troops. 

The facade is clear. It was 
built upon the twin towers of 
non-existent weapons of 
mass destruction and 
“liberation” by guns and 
bombs. 

Yamin Zakaria 
London 


@THE propaganda used to 
justify attacking Iraq was 
blatant. This “war” was 
about increasing America’s 
power over world resources, 
and warning any country that 
does not allow American 


Why demo was a 
disappointment 


AN 11-strong delegation 
from my Unison branch 
attended our union’s 
national anti-racist 
demonstration in 
Manchester on 26 April. 

| remember marching with 
a similar delegation through 
Tower Hamlets in east 
London in the mid-1990s. 
Then tens of thousands of 
trade unionists were 
organised by the TUC in 
protest at the election of a 
Nazi councillor. 


DISH eee ae 


a 


UNISON 


ny 


The Manchester demo 
was, by contrast, a huge 
disappointment. It failed to 
reflect the commitment to 
anti-racism in the union. 

For weeks the march was 
advertised simply as a 
demo promoting harmony, 
not as a direct challenge to 
the BNP. Attempts to 
mobilise were confined to a 
couple of letters to branches 
from the general secretary. 

In the north west the 
union organised its regional 
council (delegates’ meeting) 
for the same day. 

This apparent cynicism 
towards mobilising is 
dangerous. It is the job of 
unions to combat the Nazis, 
and overcome the disillusion 
which feeds them. 

Brian Butterworth 
branch secretary 
Brent Unison 


Picture: PA Photos 


interests to take priority. 

Blair has allowed 
America to parasite itself on 
us, wasting resources that 
should be spent on public 
services. 

Now there are forged 
documents designed to 
discredit the anti-war 
movement—proof the 
warmongers have no 
creditable argument. 

They know that a 
majority of the world’s 
population understand it is 
about American domination. 
B Foy 
Pembrokeshire 


Meeting 
of note 


A MEETING in Twickenham 
in London last week 
answered those who suggest 
the mood against the war on 
lraq has evaporated. 

George Galloway 
addressed over 200 people, 
from school students to Iraqi 
exiles. Galloway was, as 
usual, fantastic, upbeat and 
resilient. 

He tackled the issue of the 
current occupation and how 
there has not been any 
liberation for the Iraqis. 

During the contributions 
from the floor many 
interesting points were made. 

Many said we need to 
resist the occupation, further 
imperialist wars and 
capitalism. If we are 
receiving such an excellent 
reception in Twickenham, 
what must everywhere else 
be like? 

Henna Malik 
South West London 


What’s behind 
Nordic peace? 


JOHN Molyneuy’s article 
“What Causes Wars?” 
(Socialist Worker, 12 April) 
was excellent, but had me 
puzzled on one point. 

He says that 
Scandinavia has “lived for 
long periods in peace”, 
yet these nations exist 
under capitalism which 
“has within it a built-in 
tendency to war”. 

I'd be interested to have 
an explanation for the 
Scandinavian nations’ lack 
of involvement with wars. 
Dave Taylor 
Hampshire 


Worries over 
selling drugs 


ASDA HAS always struck 
me as a “conscientious” 
retail outlet. However, | 
have complained at 
Skelmersdale ASDA, and 
faxed them and their head 
office about tablets like 
Ibuprofen attractively and 
brightly packaged within 
easy child reach. 

These boxes of 
medicine are not sealed 
properly and allow 
virtually instant access to 
potentially dangerous 
pills. If video tapes can be 
sealed with tough outer 
plastic, then so can 
medicine. 

Dr David MacDonald 
Leigh 


US learning 
from Ireland 


BRITISH generals boast 
that the experience of 
Northern Ireland is 
helping in operations in 
Iraq. The US has certainly 
been studying British 
methods in Ireland. 


Bloody Sunday 


Last week US 
occupation forces in Iraq 
on one day shot 14 
people dead after firing 
on unarmed civilians. 

On Bloody Sunday in 
1972 British paratroopers 
in Derry, Northern Ireland, 
also shot at unarmed 
civilians, and 14 people 
died after being shot. 
Simon Donnelly 
South London 


Foreigners in 
Palestine 


THE MEDIA went into a 
frenzy because the two 
suicide bombers in Israel 
last week had foreign 
passports, in this case 
British. 

They never mention the 
Israeli settlers who were 
born and bred in countries 
like the US, and who have 
stolen Palestinian land and 
homes, and who every day 
kill Palestinians. 
Christine Johnson, 
Manchester 


Sheffield says 
back Galloway 


THE SHEFFIELD Stop the 
War Coalition 
unequivocally supports 
George Galloway in the 
face of an intense 
propaganda attack 
against him by the Daily 
Telegraph. 

We see this whole 
exercise as an 
unscrupulous attempt to 
malign the Scottish anti- 
war MP and to sow the 
seeds of disillusionment 
within the ranks of the 
wider peace movement, 
of which Mr Galloway 


has been a vocal and 
relentless supporter. 
Satish Sachdeva and 
Phil Turner 

Sheffield 


Debate the 
foundations 


WE NEED a more public 
debate on the issue of 
foundation hospitals. Mr 
Blair has hijacked popular 
support for nurses to 
obscure the reality of 
these moves. 

For a number of years 
nurses’ leaders and 
organisations have been 
incorporated into the 
system. The result? 
Falling patient care and 
demoralisation. We need 
to support those Members 
of Parliament opposed to 
these new foundation 
hospitals. 

We need to encourage 
a degree of public action. 
Patrick Cooper-Duffy 
Southampton 


Some lessons 
from history 


IN THE present din of 
local politics and noisy 
politicians, let history 
speak for just one quiet 
moment. 

In 1953, “Out of an 
electorate of 2,407, 1,402 
people voted—58.25 
percent” (a Crawley 
paper). In 2003 77 percent 
of Crawley’s electorate 
did NOT vote. 

Why? In 1953 the 
people (especially young 
people) looked forward to 
a better world after two 
bloody world wars. 

In 1953 the people 
(especially young people) 
believed their vote made a 
difference. 

In 2003 the people 
(especially young 
people) do NOT look 
forward to a better world, 
after a bloody 20th 
century. In 2003 the 
people (especially young 
people) do NOT believe 
their vote makes a 
difference. 

Who is responsible? 
Richard W Symonds 
Crawley 
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Guards put on 
Safety brakes 


Free to smoke 
in some peace 


VER 17,000 people assem- 
led last Saturday for the 
egalise Cannabis march and 
estival, which went from Ken- 
ington to Brockwell Park in 
outh London. 

Popular chants included 
Free Iraq”, “Free the weed” 
nd “Peace not war”. 

Marchers occupied the park 
nd declared it a temporary 
tate, dedicated to music and 
annabis interaction. 

Only renewable energy and 
artial bio-diesel fuel were 
sed due to the oil wars. 

BARBARA CAPPS 


Enraged over 
homes closures 


RMED WITH placards, 
anners and petitions, ac- 
ivists protested against the 
losure of five older people’s 
omes in Kirklees, Yorkshire, 
n Wednesday of last week. 
Kirklees Unison union 
ranch and members of the 
elatives Action Group for the 
Iderly (RAGE) staged a 
rotest in the town centre of 
irfield, where two of the 
hreatened homes are based. 
The protests will continue. 
PAT JONES 
lm Further details from 
Unison Branch Office, 
Queen Street, Huddersfield. 


Refugees in | 
Yarls Wood trial 


HE TRIAL of the defendants 
harged after the fire at the 
arls Wood refugee detention 
entre in February of last year 
oes ahead in Harrow, west 
ondon, this week. 

Some 14 refugees were ar- 
ested and charged with violent 
isorder. They are pleading not 
uilty. 

— Contact the Campaign for 
Justice in the Yarls Wood 
Trial—phone 07786 517 379 
or e-mail sady_campaign@ 
yahoo.co.uk 


Fight needed to 
Save steel jobs 


ORKERS AND their fami- 
ies strongly condemned plans 
o close three Corus steel pro- 
uction sites in Stocksbridge 
nd Rotherham with more than 

,000 job losses during the 
ank holiday weekend. 

Pat Keegan, chairperson of 

otherham Trades Council 
nd an ISTC union branch of- 
icial, said that everyone in 
teel is under threat because of 
he contempt with which man- 
gement treat the workforce. 

People in Stocksbridge ea- 
erly signed a petition against 
he closures and donated 
unds for the organising of a 
ampaign to oppose the job 
osses. 

NICK HOWARD 


Campaigners 
Shame Nazis 


NTI NAZI League members, 
rade unionists and others or- 
anised an angry protest 
gainst the Nazi BNP at last 
hursday’s election count in 
igton, Cumbria. 

BNP supporters were hu- 
iliated by the protest, which 
et them on the way into the 
ount and caught them trying 

o sneak out the back. 

This protest and the failure 

f the Nazis to win the council 
eat crowned a strong anti-Nazi 
ampaign which followed the 
NP national publicity officer 
aul Stafford’s announcement 
o stand. 

Wigton-born writer Melvin 
ragg and a Wigton rugby 
nion player both gave anti- 
azi statements. 

ANL MEMBER 


DETERMINED strike 
action by more than 
3,000 train guards has 
won significant con- 
cessions from_hard- 
nosed train operating 
companies over safety. 

The success by the RMT 
union is a blow not only 
against 12 profit-hungry 
train companies (and be- 
hind them three transport 
conglomerates), but also 
against the government. 

Labour ministers, acting 
through their Strategic Rail 
Authority, gave £10 million to 
the companies’ strikebreaking 
effort. 

“People feel we’ve got 
somewhere,” said one Central 
Trains guard. 

“We’ve stood up for our- 
selves and done something 
positive to protect passenger 
safety. That feels good and I 
hope that feeling becomes 


Anti-victimisation 


AN ARRIVA Trains Northern 
guard who was downgraded 
and transferred from his job in 
Leeds during the year-long dis- 
pute has won his employment 
tribunal case. 

Lee Dickinson, an RMT 
union activist, was disciplined 
by management. 

He has now got his original 
job back. “It’s a testament to his 
strength and the union standing 
by him,” says one Arriva guard. 

“It was an employment tri- 


infectious.” 

Pat Sikorski, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the RMT, told 
Socialist Worker, “The RMT 
and Aslef have won a direct 
input into the industry com- 
mittee drafting the safety rules. 

“The train operating com- 
panies will be bound to con- 
sult before going back to the 
Rail Standards and Safety 
Board, which will draw up 
any rule changes. 


Steps 


“We have an undertaking 
that the train operating com- 
panies will not undermine the 
proposals ‘gratuitously’. 

“We will have foreknowl- 
edge of what they propose so 
they will not be able to spring 
surprises at the last minute. 
These are significant steps 
forward.” 

Guards took several days 
of solid strike action and had 
announced two 48-hour 


bunal decision, but manage- 
ment could have chosen to 
ignore it. 

“They didn’t. That shows 
that despite us losing the pay 
fight there is still some re- 
silience in the union.” 


(JIRMT MEMBERS on Lon- 
don Underground are org- 
anising to defend Glenroy 
Watson, a driver and union 
activist who has been down- 
graded and disciplined. 


strikes for this month, which 
are now cancelled. 

Action forced the train op- 
erators to back down. RMT 
members in many companies 
report heavy intimidation 
from management. 

South West Trains was not 
affected by the strike. It hired 
out managers to other firms to 
scab on strike days. 

One Virgin West Coast 
guard said, “We’ve shown 
that despite the fragmentation 
of the industry under privati- 
sation we are in a position to 
hit back with effectively na- 
tional action.” 

No one who spoke to So- 
cialist Worker thought the 
companies would stick to 
their word without continued 
pressure from the union. 

There is greater confidence 
now among guards to do that 
and to strengthen their organ- 
isation as other battles loom, 
most notably over the devel- 
oping crisis over pensions. 


Nursery nurses 


SOME 140 nursery nurses in 
the Unison public services 
union in Kirklees, Yorkshire, 
are set to start a five-day 
strike from Monday of next 
week. 

They are fighting for pay re- 
grading. They have already 
taken four days of action. 
Send messages of support 
and donations to Kirklees 
Unison, 20 Queen Sireet, 
Huddersfield HD1 2SP or fax 
01484 450 174. 


Teachers 


TEACHERS AT one of the 
government’s flagship schools 
in north London are balloting 
for strike action over intoler- 
able conditions. 

The Greig City Academy 
in Hornsey opened in Sep- 
tember 2002. 

Tony Brockman, an exec- 
utive committee member of 
the National Union of Teach- 
ers (NUT), says, “City acad- 
emies were one of the quick 
fix wheezes dreamt up by the 
government’s spin doctors. 

“They were given extra 
cash by the government and 
in return were allowed to opt 
out of the state sector, becom- 
ing ‘independent’ schools.” 

That enabled them to 
change teachers’ conditions 
and introduce hare-brained 


May Day 


SOME 2,000 people attended 
the May Day rally in Liverpool 
on Monday of this week. 

They heard Mick Rix, the 
leader of the Aslef train drivers’ 
union, and George Galloway 
MP attack Blair’s war on Iraq. 


HUNDREDS OF protesters 
marched through Chester- 
field during the annual May 
Day march on Monday of 
this week. 

The Stop the War Coali- 
tion had a very lively contin- 
gent on the march. 


AROUND 200 marched be- 
hind the TUC banner in Leeds 
last Saturday under the slogan 
“Welfare not warfare”. 


schemes, supposedly to im- 
prove the “failing schools” 
they were set up to replace. 

Promises of innovative 
learning have turned into a 
nightmare. 

“Teachers will support the 
opening up of schools outside 
of normal hours for creative 
activities for students and the 
community, provided it does 
not extend teachers’ hours 
and lead to worse condi- 
tions,” says Tony Brockman. 

“But that requires addi- 
tional staff. At Greig school 
you have a long Gradgrind 
day, which stifles creativity, 
leads to poor behaviour from 
students, and is wrecking 
teachers’ lives.” 

Management have cut the 
lunch break to half an hour. 


AROUND 200 people at- 
tended the first Greenwich 
Stop the War Coalition meet- 
ing in south east London on 
Tuesday of last week. 
Speakers included Tony 
Benn, Dr Siddiqui of the 
Muslim Parliament and Lind- 
sey German. 
LAURA NOLAN 


AROUND 60 students at- 
tended a teach-in organised 
by Students Against the War 
at York University last week. 
Students expressed anger 
at the occupation of Iraq and 
a determination to continue 
building to stop any future 
wars. 
JOHN MAUNDER 


Teachers start with pre-school 
meetings at 8.10am and teach 
through until 4pm. There are 
then more meetings. 

An inspection commis- 
sioned by the school (unlike 
state schools, it does not 
face mandatory inspection) 
blamed the length and struc- 
ture of the school day for the 
difficulties students face. 

The pressure has meant 
that in one year some 53 out 
of about 70 teachers’ posts 
have had to be filled due to 
high staff turnover. 

The ballot for strike action 
is significant because the 
government is seeking to 
rapidly expand the number 
of city academies, so other 
teachers and students will 
face similar pressures. 


Shop workers 


MEMBERS OF the shop work- 
ers’ Usdaw union showed anger 
towards the union’s Blairite lead- 
ership at its annual conference 
in Blackpool last week. 

The leadership faced criti- 
cism after trying to put through 
a motion which would effec- 
tively give them control of the 
union without recourse to the 
membership. The motion was 
convincingly defeated. 

The executive also faced 
criticism about their policy of 
partnership with large super- 
market chains. 

This gives power to the ex- 
ecutive council and the com- 
pany to decide who represents 
shopfloor members. 

PAUL SCULLY 


Workers’ action has forced the privateers back 


Mood grows against agenda 


AROUND 500,000 health 
workers have started voting on 
the government’s Agenda for 
Change plans. 

The proposals will mean in- 
sulting annual pay packets of 
£10,000, performance-related 
pay and flexible working. 

The leaders of the Amicus 
and Unison unions are not 
putting up a fight against 
Agenda for Change, but lots of 
union activists are. 

Socialist Worker spoke to 
one of them, Louise Rathbone, 
a health worker from Heart- 
lands Hospital in Birmingham. 

She says, “The campaign 
over Agenda for Change is 
taking off in my hospital. 

“Over the last few weeks 
around 150 people have come 
to union meetings to discuss 
the proposals. 

“People are gobsmacked by 
what the deal means—and they 
are angry about it. The union is 
a bit divided because auxiliary 
nurses are so badly paid that 


Remploy 


AROUND 4,000 workers at 
the Remploy factories, which 
mainly employ disabled 
people, have voted to reject a 
pay offer by 81 percent. 

The workers, based across 
82 factories, defied their 
unions’ recommendation to 
accept the pay deal. Most of 
the workers are in the GMB 
and TGWU unions. 

The two-year deal was 
“self funding”, which meant 
workers had to give up their 
travel expenses to fund the 
pay package. 

“Remploy say they can’t 
afford to give us any more,” 
said Remploy worker Derek 
Milligan. “But the govern- 
ment gives the company a £9 
million subsidy. 

“Last year Remploy spent 
£10 million paying off bosses 
and then re-employing them. 
That is why there was a big 
rejection of the deal.” 

The workers want their 
unions to lead a fight against 
Remploy’s latest attack. 


Agenda for Change could 
mean more money for them. 

“I explain to people that 
even the government admits 8 
percent of health workers, 
80,000 people, will be worse 
off if Agenda for Change is 
implemented. 


“On Thursday 8 May we 
start voting on whether Ag- 
enda for Change will be given 
a trial run in 12 hospitals. 

“We are now holding union 
meetings in lots of different 
sections of the hospital. Lots of 
other grievances come out.” 


Scunthorpe, Grimsby and Goole 


STRIKE ACTION by low 
paid health workers has 
forced hospital bosses to 
offer an improved deal. 

Around 400 porters, do- 
mestics and cleaners working 
for the private contractor 
Carillion in the North Lin- 
colnshire Hospital Trust have 
taken two 24-hour strikes. 

They are campaigning for 
£5.02 an hour plus paid sick 
leave. 

The new offer means that 
from this April the pay grade 
will start at £4.60 an hour for 
new workers. This will rise 


| 
Diary 
Upcoming | 
events 
— — | 
al 
Saturday 10 May 
@Socialist Alliance annual 
conference, 10am-5pm, 
Islington Green School, 
London. For details phone 
020 7791 3138 or go to 
www.socialistalliance.net 
@Globalise Resistance 
conference, 10am-5pm, 
LSE, London. For details 
phone 020 7053 2071 or 
go to www.resist.org.uk 
@ Demonstrate against 
Britain's weapons of mass 
destruction, 1pm, 
Aldermaston AWE. E-mail 
info@youthstudentcnd. 
org.uk or phone 07967 392 
229. Supported by CND. 


Saturday 17 May 

@Free Palestine rally, 
1.30pm, Trafalgar Square, 
London. Called by PSC. 


to £4.85 for those with five or 
more years service. 

From April 2004 the 
lowest grade will be £4.85 a 
year rising to a highest grade 
of £5.05 an hour. 

Carillion will give sick pay 
from April 2004 that will 
start at one week for new 
workers. 

Carillion’s offer means 
workers will have to wait a 
year for pay rises that will 
still be only just above the 
minimum wage. 

The health workers are 
being balloted on the offer. 


@\mperialism and the anti- 
war movement conference, 
10am-5pm, Hamish Wood 
Building, Glasgow 
Caledonian University. 
Organised by Globalise 
Resistance. E-mail 
grscotland@yahoo.co.uk or 
phone 07985 797 022. 


Saturday 31 May 

@Stop privatisation—the 
case for council housing. 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. Phone 
07951 156 881. 


Sunday 1 June 

@Mass demo at G8 summit 
in Evian, France, as part of 
week of protests and 
counter-conferences from 
Wednesday 28 May to 
Tuesday 3 June. 


Friday 4 to Friday 11 July 
@ Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of 
debates, forums and 
meetings organised by the 
SWP, with speakers from 
around the world. 
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National Union of Journalists 


News hounds bite back 


WHO WRITES the wrongs of 
journalists? 

They suffer bad pay and 
long hours, and it takes around 
five years of studying to 
become fully qualified. 

Now journalists are begin- 
ning to take action, utilising 
the watered-down “Fairness at 
Work” union legislation, re- 
luctantly brought in by New 
Labour in 2000. 

Journalists from Bolton and 
Bury are on an indefinite strike 
against a pitiful 2 percent pay 
offer. 

This is the standard rate 
bosses at the US-owned 
Newsquest are offering across 
all 300 titles. This is despite 
the fact that inflation stands at 
2.9 percent and national insur- 
ance contributions have in- 
creased by 1| percent. 

The strike by Bolton and 
Bury journalists, members of 
the NUJ union, is sparking a 
revolt among other News- 
quest journalists. 

Their colleagues across the 
Pennines at the Bradford- 
based Newsquest titles have 
voted for all-out strike action 
starting on 26 May. They have 
already taken 30 days of in- 
dustrial action. 

The revolt is spreading as 
journalists from 12 News Shop- 
per Newsquest titles in south 
east London and parts of north 
Kent are currently balloting for 
strike action. 

Strikers on the picket line in 
Bolton and Bury have come 
across comments like, “Why 
are you striking? You have a 
good job with good pay.” 

In fact a graduate trainee 
working within the Newsquest 
Lancashire starts on less than 
£11,000 per year. 

A journalist earns less than 
£16,000 when they are fully 
qualified after 18 months to 
two years of further training. 

The 60 striking journalists 
have put out a leaflet titled, 
“Mega-Rich US Media Giant 
Rips Off North West Journal- 
ists”. It explains how much 
journalists really get paid and 
exposes the fact that Newsquest 
is owned by US media giant 
Gannett. 

Newsquest Lancashire has 


Postal workers 


~ New sspaper Hous 


Journalists on the Bolton picket line last week 


profits of £15,000 a day. 

People have been shocked 
to hear this. The strikers now 
have local support, with shop 
windows displaying the jour- 
nalists’ leaflets. 

Nick Jackson is a subeditor 
who has worked at the Bolton 
Evening News for 20 years. He 
said, “Since I’ve been here I 
don’t remember being given a 
pay rise in line with inflation. I 
don’t tell anyone how much I’m 
paid because I regard it as an 
embarrassment.” 

Now it is management’s 
turn to be embarrassed. 

The journalists success- 
fully balloted last year for 
strike action but called it off 


after management agreed to 
negotiate. 

The bosses then dragged out 
negotiations over six months, 
which taught the journalists to 
be even more suspicious of 
them. Some 22 journalists 
joined the NUJ as a result. 


Funds 


The Bury Times has 95 per- 
cent NUJ membership and the 
Bolton Evening News has 100 
percent. The journalists held 
two 48-hour strikes last month, 
which was the first industrial 
action taken at the workplace 
for around 20 years. 

The journalists are getting 


strike pay, and are raising 
funds locally. 

They say after the strike 
they want a proper agreement 
to deal with bullying and ha- 
rassment, long hours, low 
morale, shoddy equipment and 
poor training opportunities. 

Lucie McFall is a Bolton 
Evening News reporter and 
joint mother of the chapel 
(union branch secretary). She 
explains, “Staff turnover is 
high. People are leaving jour- 
nalism because they have been 
unhappy here.” 

Various penny-pinching 
schemes introduced by the 
bosses have also added to 
people’s anger, especially 
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when management bragged 
about saving half a million last 
year in cuts. 

The journalists’ tea and 
coffee allowances were 
scrapped. The petrol allowance 
is just 36p a mile. The comput- 
ers are old, and sometimes the 
databases freeze for up to 15 
minutes at a time. 

The strike has already 
brought a change for the better. 

Terry Morgan, a Bury Times 
reporter, says, “Management 
had tried to be divisive in the 
past but the strike has really 
brought all the newsrooms 
closer together. If you cut one 
everybody bleeds.” 

KATE COYNE 


THE MEDIA unions were 
among those that suffered 
the most from an offensive by 
the government and employ- 
ers in the 1980s and 1990s. 

This reached its height 
during the infamous Wapping 
dispute. But the effects were 
felt right across the country, 
with union branches being 
derecognised. 

The tide has begun to turn 
within the last year and a half. 

The first pay strike in news- 
papers for more than ten 
years took place last January 
at Newquest Bradford. A half- 
day strike won them pay rises 
of up to 14 percent. 

Within months there were 
strikes at Greater Manchester, 
Rotherham, Newcastle and 
Spalding. 

In other places the threat of 
strike action was enough to 
win journalists a decent pay 
offer. 

Journalists at weeklies in 
Merseyside—which are owned 
by Trinity, the same company 
that owns the Daily Mirror— 
won rises of up to 58 percent. 

At Greater Manchester 
Weekly Newspapers journal- 
ists won rises of 24 percent 
after four days of strike action 
last year. 

This year they have just got 
a 3.4 percent pay rise, plus a 
£200 lump sum and increases 
in expenses. 

It's not just newspapers. 

The magazine sector has 
also gained considerable 
ground. 

At the end of last year 
journalists at Emap Health- 
care won a deal which in- 
cluded a 35-hour week and 
set the minimum salary at 
£21,000. 

This year 94.7 percent of 
staff at Britain’s biggest pub- 
lisher of law books, Lexis 
Nexis UK, voted in favour of 
union recognition. 

National newspaper gains 
include the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday. 

They won union recogni- 
tion last year with a 99.6 per- 


Turn heavy vote into action on London weighting 


IN ONE of the most extraordi- 
nary trade union ballots in his- 
tory, London postal workers 
have voted by 19,803 to 91 
votes for action over pay. 

This could lead to unofficial 
action that would stop the post 
across London. 

The ballot was a 99.5 per- 
cent vote to take on Post Office 
bosses. It was called unoffi- 
cially because national CWU 
union leaders refused to sanc- 
tion it. 

The result, on a 68 percent 
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turnout, is a clear message to 
those union officials that their 
lack of action is a disgrace. 

At present postal workers’ 
London weighting is just 
£3,250 for inner London and 
£2,016 for outer London. 

The ballot result was an- 
nounced at a packed meeting 
last week of 200 CWU reps. 

London divisional rep 
Martin Walsh said, ““The em- 
ployer and the union must now 
listen. 

“This is not just a London 
matter and we have support 
from areas outside the capital. 

“We have had enough of 
talking. Now is the time for 
direct action. 

“The national union must 
take official action or we will 
be forced to consider what we 
should do ourselves. 

“The union ignored us, the 
employer laughed at us, then 
they attacked us. But we will 
win if we take the members 
with us.” 

Mark Baulch, another divi- 
sional rep, said, “Our argu- 
ment is the cost of living in 


London, not the recruitment 
and retention problems of the 
employer. 

“The soaring costs of hous- 
ing and transport and every- 
thing else in London apply to 
all workers, not just those in 
parts of the capital where they 
find it hard to get people to do 
the job.” 

He then turned to the recent 
document produced by John 
Keggie, the CWU union’s 
deputy general secretary 
postal. 

Keggie opposes the Lon- 
don campaign. He has writ- 
ten that the union is likely to 
be offered a 3 percent pay 
rise nationally, adding £90 
million to the pay bill. 

He says that the London 
claim would cost £52 million, 
thereby taking most of the in- 
crease from outside London. 

Mark Baulch said, “We 
never agreed that £90 million 
was the limit of the pay rise. 
We have never said that a 
pound more for us should 
mean a pound less for other 
parts of Britain. 


“The point is we have to 
fight for a better deal for 
everyone and more money 
from the employer. 

“We won’t get what we want 
by asking nicely. The only way 
to get results is to fight. At pre- 
sent we have a do-nothing 
policy from a do-nothing 
deputy general secretary.” 

John Denton, the London 
regional secretary, said, “We 
are discussing with other 
unions—the RMT, FBU, 
Unison, NUT, Natfhe and 
others—what is the most ef- 
fective way to campaign over 
London weighting. 

“Tam going as part of a re- 
gional TUC delegation to 
Ken Livingstone to tell him 
that if he wants London to be 
a world class city then it 
needs world class public ser- 
vices. The people who work 
in those services must have 
decent pay.” 

A speaker from north 
London explained how he had 
done meetings to explain the 
ballot at 22 offices in his area. 

He said there was deep 


anger at low pay and a total de- 
termination to fight over the 
issue. 

To applause he said that 
there should be an unofficial 
day of action if union head- 
quarters would not sanction of- 
ficial resistance. 

The clear feeling of the 


meeting was for action before 
the CWU conference in June 
unless the national officials 
start leading a fight. 

London CWU officials 
were meeting the union’s gen- 
eral secretary, Billy Hayes, this 
week and then reporting back 
to the members. 


CWU reps met in London last week 
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3) Our top strikers 


cent yes vote. 

They then went on to win 
their first decent pay rise for 
many years. 

Journalists at the Daily Tele- 
graph and Sunday Telegraph 
are due to ballot on union 
recognition. 

The NUuJ’s enthusiastic re- 
cruitment drive turned New 
Labour’s limited law into an op- 
portunity to build the union. 

Phil Turner is the secretary 
of the Rotherham Advertiser 
NUJ chapel (union branch). 

He said in the latest Jour- 
nalist magazine, “The change 
in the law was a huge oppor- 
tunity which meant that we re- 
cruited on the biggest scale 
for years. 

“That recruitment activity 
created a momentum, but for 
members it wasn’t just recog- 
nition that mattered, it was get- 
ting better pay and clawing 
back what they had lost.” 


MEMBERS OF the NUJ 
union at the BBC are organ- 
ising a day of action in 
protest at the sacking of 
two journalists in the Arabic 
service. 

A BBC-wide ballot saw a 
narrow majority against 
taking strike action. How- 
ever, workers voted for in- 
dustrial action short of a 
strike. 

The day of action on 15 
May includes protest rallies, 
leafleting and meetings. 

Individual chapels (union 
branches) are voting on 
what form of industrial they 
will take that day. 

Journalists are  boy- 
cotting Greg Dyke’s “Big 
Conversation” on 15 May 
where he will launch a new 
set of “BBC Values”. 

As one BBC worker said, 
“People are disgusted that 
Greg Dyke is trying to push 
his BBC Values down our 
throats when union mem- 
bers have been victimised 
for standing up for their 
rights”. 

BBC WORKER 
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SOME 2,000 Unison union 
members at pre-1992 univer- 
sities in London were due to 
strike on Wednesday and 
Thursday of this week. 

It is part of the ongoing 
campaign to win an increase 
in London weighting, the al- 
lowance for the extra costs of 
living and working in the 
capital, to £4,000. 

After three one-day strikes 
across all the London colleges 
employers in the post-1992 
universities made an offer. 
The 6.5 percent increase was 
narrowly accepted. 

But no offer was made to 
workers in pre-1992 colleges. 

Sadly lecturers and senior 
support staff will not be 
taking action alongside their 
Unison colleagues. 

The AUT union’s London 
committee agreed to suspend 
strikes following promises of 
local negotiations. At Kings 
College this meant a pathetic 
offer of a one-off payment of 
£90 over two years. 

Many workers are frus- 
trated that united action did 
not take place amongst all 
university workers in the 
various unions. 

SANDY NICOLL 
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Organised by Palestine Solidarity Campaign. 
Sponsored by Stop the War Coalition, Muslim Association of Britain, NUJ, CWU, RMT, Aslef and others 


Saturday 17 May 


1.30pm, Trafalgar Square, London 


The funeral of 14 year old Palestinian Zahi Hijazi took place last week. He was another victim of the Israeli 
troops, who also shot British journalist James Miller dead last week. James’s death comes after American 
peace campaigner Rachel Corrie was killed by an Israeli bulldozer. British peace activist Tom Hurndall is still in 


a coma after Israeli soldiers shot him. Picture: PA Photos/ EPA 


US [roops gun down 
protesters in iraq 


GEORGE BUSH may say the war 
is over, but the killing in Iraq is still 
going on. 

A 14 year old Iraq boy was seen 
laughing and joking on Monday of last 
week with a British soldier. Minutes 
later the boy was shot dead. 

The US and British soldiers’ practice of 
killing unarmed civilians is fuelling wide- 
spread and growing fury. 

US soldiers killed 13 Iraqi civilians, in- 
cluding children, on Monday of last week. 

The troops had occupied a local school in 
Fallujah. They opened fire when Iraqis 
demonstrated to ask for the school back. 

Two days later troops in Fallujah again 
opened fire, killing a further two people 
protesting against the earlier killings. 

Both times the US troops claimed they 
were fired on first. Eyewitnesses say this is a 
lie. 

No US soldiers were injured. No bullet 
holes were found in the buildings they were 
stationed in. 

Iraqis living opposite the school were 
gunned down in their doorways. Their homes 
are riddled with bullets. 

Even the head of security in Fallujah’s 
new administration is outraged, saying, 
“After this massacre, we don’t believe the 
Americans came to free us, but to occupy and 
take our wealth and kill us.” 

Now the town is plastered with banners 
saying “Go from our country”, “If you refuse 
we will kill you”, “You are here for petrol, 
not for freedom”. 

The brutality of US troops was high- 
lighted when a marine admitted committing 
a war crime in Iraq. 

Gus Covarrubias told a paper in Las 
Vegas he executed an Iraqi, who had surren- 
dered, by shooting him in the back of the 
head. 


US appoints rulers 


THERE IS no sign of the democracy that 
the US promised its war would bring. 

US and British forces hosted meetings 
with the Iraqi exiles favoured by the Penta- 
gon to run Iraq. 

Organisations with wide support but dis- 
liked by the US regime have been carved out. 
Al Dawa, an Islamic party suppressed by 
Saddam Hussein, warned, “The coming gov- 
ernment will fall because it doesn’t have the 
support of Iraqis.” 

One group of people, however, is guaran- 
teed positions of power. 

They are the 120 or so Iraqi exiles per- 
sonally chosen by Paul Wolfowitz, US 
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deputy defence secretary, to run government 
departments. 

In a further sign of things to come a row 
has broken out over elections in the city of 
Mosul. 

More than 200 delegates appointed by the 
US are set to elect a council. But that coun- 
cil will include officials who served under 
Saddam. 

Some delegates walked out in protest at 
being divided along ethnic lines 

But the US is making sure one aspect of its 
occupation runs smoothly—the oil supplies. 

The US is going to spend an estimated $4 bil- 
lion in the next three years restoring production. 

Retired Shell oil executive Phillip Carroll 
is chair of a board overseeing Iraq’s oil in- 
dustry. Shell is one of the companies seeking 
to get lucrative rebuilding contracts. 

But some Iraqi experts won’t cooperate 
for fear of being seen as US stooges. 

One said, “It may turn out some years 
from now that you are merely seen as a 
puppet of the US. If Iraq really does become 
free that may not be good.” 

Fadhil Chalabi is cousin to Ahmed Chalabi, 
the US puppet hoping to run Iraq. He is pro- 
US and is keen to privatise Iraq’s oil. But even 
Fadhil won’t touch the US administration. 


Humanitarian crisis 

THE US has not put the same money 
and effort into solving the humanitarian 
crisis in Iraq. 

The war and occupation have put thou- 
sands of Iraqi children’s lives in danger from 
death and disease, the United Nations Chil- 
dren’s Fund, UNICEF, warned last week. 

This followed a condemnation of US 
forces’ failures issued by eight aid agencies, 
including Save the Children and Christian 
Aid. 

They said the “acute situation was wors- 
ening” and warned of a “yawning adminis- 
trative vacuum”. Problems included lack of 
aid, degraded water systems and unexploded 
bombs. 

“Already newly armed militia are fore- 
ing people to flee and offering ‘protection’ 
for hospitals,” the statement said. 

Most of Baghdad’s 33 hospitals are still 
closed because of power cuts and medicine 
shortages. 

“Unfortunately we can expect many more 
young children to die rapidly,” said George 
Hatin, chief officer for UNICEF in Baghdad, 
last week. 


Sel elrermlelsmellasvenr 


Dear newsagent 
Please could you reserve 
Thursday for: 


copies of Socialist Worker every 


3 months (£12) 
12 months (£48) 


ISSN 1475-9705. Newsagents: if you have problems ordering Socialist 
Worker, please phone 020 7538 3305 


Dear Socialist Worker Circulation Department 
| would like to subscribe to Socialist Worker for 


| would like____ copies of Socialist Worker to sell 


6 months (£24) 


Special offer 


Noam Chomsky's new 
book Power and Terror, 
free with all new sixmonth 
and one-year subscriptions & 


50 


Published weekly except final week of December. Published and printed by Larkham Printers and Publishers Ltd (TU all departments) 


Cheques/ POs payable 

to Socialist Worker 

Socialist Worker Circulation Department, 

PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 

E-mail subscriptions @socialistworker.co.uk 
Phone 020 7538 3305 for card orders 


171475°970037 


9 


ISSN 1475-9705 


